Discovery
Egypt and Jordan
Tuesday 16th May - Sunday 4th June 2023
18 Nights
TOUR OVERVIEW
This tour offers you Egypt in all its glory from the golden treasures of the Pharaohs to the colossal temples in Luxor
and Aswan and a cruise on the Nile. It also takes you to Jordan to the incomparable Petra, an ancient city hewn from
red sandstone. Meet the Bedouin people of Wadi Rum, the home of Lawrence of Arabia. Gaze at almost 5,000 years of
human history at the Great Pyramids of Giza. Spend time at El Alamein, the famous World War 2 battle site and visit
historic sites at the coastal city of Alexandria. The Nile has always exerted a powerful role on the country and cruising
the river is the perfect place from which to see many of the most spectacular ancient sites. Board a first-class river
ship for four nights and visit the Luxor temple complex, Valley of the Kings and the Temples of Abu Simbel.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•

•

•

•

TOUR INCLUSIONS
The services of an experienced New Zealand based Calder
& Lawson tour manager
13 nights accommodation in 4 star plus hotels
4 nights on a 5 star river ship
Meals as specified in the itinerary
Local guides
All group transfers
Admissions as detailed in the itinerary
All tips for local guides and drivers
Pre-tour material

FLIGHTS
The price of this tour does not include international flights
from Auckland to Cairo and Amman, Jordan back to Auckland.
At the moment, many airlines are still building their schedules
and capacity is limited. We believe that it is best to wait for
more seats to be added to capacity before booking flights.
The Calder & Lawson Tours team will be ready to assist with
flights once the tour is confirmed. You can budget around
$2,500 - $3,000 for flights

•
•

Learn the secrets of the brand new Grand
Egyptian Museum, due to open in September
2022, it will be the crown jewel of Cairo and one
of the largest museums in the world.
Marvel at the Great Pyramids of Giza and the
mighty Sphinx in Cairo
Explore the Coptic neighbourhoods of Cairo
Pay your respects to the New Zealand
expeditionary force from World War 1 at the
Cairo War Memorial Cemetery
Luxuriate on a First Class river ship as you glide
past river life on the Nile
Visit the incredible Luxor temple complex and
the Valley of the Kings
Visit the red rock city of Petra, including a
special night time tour
Experience the warm hospitality of the Bedouin
people of Wadi Rum
Swim in the Dead Sea
Visit El Alamein, site of the famous World War 2
battle
See the historic sites of Alexandria.

TOUR EXCLUSIONS
International Airfare and airline taxes
Personal expenses
Travel insurance
Meals not specified in the itinerary
Beverages during included meals, unless
specified
Hotel porterage
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IS THIS TOUR FOR ME?
To get the most from this tour, participants need to have
a good level of fitness enabling 1-2 hours walking on
excursions to museums, temples and historic sites. The
walks will sometimes be across uneven terrain, with
slopes and stairs. The weather in May is warm however
all our hotels and our Nile river ship have air
conditioning.

TOUR PRICE
Share twin per person
Single supplement (limited availability)

NZD $11,990
NZD $2,750

Note: this is a land only price excluding international
flights to/from Auckland.
Please contact Calder & Lawson Tours if you are interested
in a single occupancy place.
GROUP SIZE Minimum 10, maximum 18
VARIATIONS IN TRAVEL We can make arrangements for
any travel you would like to do before or after this tour, or
book business class flights. Please contact us to discuss
your requirements.

CLICK HERE TO BOOK ONLINE

TOUR MANAGER: Sue Hayman
Sue Hayman grew up in a family of adventurers with
both her father and step-father being mountaineers and
explorers. This gave her the opportunity to travel
extensively with her family to India, Nepal and the
Antarctic. For fifteen years she has been taking groups
trekking in Nepal and India and assisted with a Teacher
Training Programme for the Himalayan Trust. Sue lives
with her husband on an organic kiwifruit and avocado
orchard in Katikati and teaches new entrants for half the
year at the local primary school. Participants on her
tours value her relaxed but very well organised
approach to her role as tour manager.
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DAILY ITINERARY
Tuesday 16 May 2023
Auckland – Dubai - Cairo,
Egypt
Meals: In flight

Depart Auckland on your flight to Cairo. Please note that exact routing is
subject to change as airlines release their schedule for 2023 and cost is
not included in the tour. We expect that flights will be either on Emirates
via Dubai or Qatar Airlines via Doha.

Wednesday 17 May
Cairo
Meals: D
Overnight: Cairo

On arrival in Cairo, we will be met at immigration and assisted with
obtaining your Egyptian visas. We’ll gain our first experience of Egypt as
we are transferred to our hotel where we will stay for the next four
nights. In the shadow of the great Pyramids of Giza , the hotel has been
chosen for its superb location. Spend the rest of the day relaxing until
our welcome dinner this evening.

Thursday 18 May
Cairo
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Cairo

With our personal Egyptologist guide, we’ll explore the most illustrious
sites of ancient Egypt - the Great Pyramid of Giza and the legendary
Sphinx. Giza (known as the Pyramid of Khufu or the Pyramid of Cheops)
is the oldest and largest of the three pyramids in the Giza pyramid
complex. It is the oldest of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World and
the only one to remain largely intact. Egyptologists believe that the
pyramid was built as a tomb over a 10 to 20-year period concluding
around 2560 BC. At 146.5 metres tall, the Great Pyramid was the tallest
man-made structure in the world for more than 3,800 years. This
afternoon visit Memphis and Saqqara, beginning at Memphis which
served as the capital of Upper and Lower Egypt some 5,000 years ago
during the First Dynasty. Continue to Saqqara, one of the most exciting
historical and archaeological areas in all of Egypt. Dominated by the
famous Step Pyramid of King Djoser, this was the first pyramid to be built
in ancient Egypt, preceding those at Giza by many centuries. A highlight
this afternoon is a visit to the excavation at Mereruka under the
supervision of Dr Naguib Kanawati from Macquarie University, where
you will learn more about this remarkable project.
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DAILY ITINERARY
Friday 19 May
Cairo
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Cairo

This morning we’ll visit Coptic Cairo and the famous Coptic Museum
which is built on the site of the Roman fortress of Babylon, constructed
about 30 BC. Inside the fortress are several Coptic churches and the
richest collection of Coptic art in the world. Visit Ben Ezra Synagogue
which stands in a pleasant shady garden in the centre of Cairo. It
contains a number of artefacts including the manuscript known as the
‘Atlas of Moses’. Continue to Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, which
includes the graves of 156 men who serve with the New Zealand
Expeditionary Force during the First World War.
Spend the afternoon at the brand-new Grand Egyptian Museum. The
collection consisting of King Tut's tomb and thousands of other rare and
unique archaeological funds will be the world's largest museum
dedicated to a single civilisation.

Saturday 20 May
Cairo- Elamein - Alexandria
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Alexandria

This morning leave Cairo and travel to El Alamein, 105 kms west of
Alexandria. We’ll visit the Allied cemetery near the famous battle site of
World War 2, where the legendary conflict between Rommel and
Montgomery took place. We’ll also visit the El Alamein museum which
holds many exhibits relating to this period in history. Continue on to
Alexandria for the night and have dinner with the group and perhaps a
drink in the Montgomery Bar, named after the famous British Field
Marshall.

Sunday 21 May
Alexandria - Cairo - Luxor
Meals: B/D
Flight: 65 minutes
Overnight: Luxor

Head off from your hotel today to see the sights of Alexandria - starting
with a visit of Pompeii’s Pillar, a column of red Aswan granite erected in
honour of the Emperor Diocletian. Then visit the Catacombs of Kom ElShoqafa, tombs tunnelled into bedrock at he time of the Antonine
emperors in the 2nd century AD, for a single wealthy family still
practicing the ancient religion. Although the funerary motifs are purely
ancient Egyptian, the architects and artists were schooled in the GrecoRoman style.
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DAILY ITINERARY
We’ll visit Alexandria National Museum which houses more than 1800
archaeological pieces that narrate the Pharaonic, Greek, Roman, Coptic,
Islamic, and modern history of Egypt. One display features pieces picked
up from the seabed at Abu Ker Bay and the eastern harbour near the
Qaitbay Citadel. Sultan Qaitbay built this fortress during the 14th century
to defend Alexandria from the advances of the Ottoman Empire. Later on
transfer to Cairo Airport for our early evening flight to Luxor and transfer
to our hotel to the night.
Monday 22 May
Luxor - Cruising
Meals: B/L/D
Overnight: Nile Rivership

This morning we’ll visit the Mummification Museum, which contains
everything you would ever wish to know about mummification. The
ancient Egyptians believed that in order for a person to reach the
afterlife, it was essential that both their body and their name remained,
so their soul would be transported from one life to the next. To achieve
this, the mummification rituals were developed. Visit toward Carter’s
house - neglected for a long time, the house has now been restored to its
former state by the famous Egyptologist and Archaeologist Dr Zahi
Hawass and now offers a fascinating insight into the life of Howard
Carter in an amazing 1920 atmosphere. Later on we’ll transfer to our Nile
river ship, where we’ll stay for the next four nights exploring the reaches
of the Nile. After lunch we’ll discover one of the world’s greatest open-air
museums - Thebes. Visit the magnificent Luxor Temple, where we’ll
follow the Avenue of the Sphinx to the Temple complex of Karnak. This
site comprises a vast mass of temples, chapels, pylons, shrines and
intricately carved columns. It is a gigantic and imposing monument
showcasing precious relics of ancient Egyptian Dynasties. We’ll then
return to the boat for dinner followed by a belly dance show.
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Tuesday 23 May
Luxor - Esna - Edfu
Meals: B/L/D
Overnight: Nile Rivership

Cross the Nile to the West Bank, with highlights including the Necropolis
of Thebes and the Valley of the Kings. Visit the Temple of Queen
Hatshepsut and see the Colossi of Memnon, famed for the unearthly
noise it is said to have made at sunrise in ancient times, bestowing luck
on those who heard it! Our visit to the West Bank will include three
tombs, including the tombs of Ramses VI and Tutankhamun. This
afternoon sail to Esna and cross the lock to Edfu where we will berth
overnight.

Wednesday 24 May
Edfu - Kom Ombo
Meals: B/L/D
Overnight: Nile Rivership

An unforgettable day begins as we watch the sunrise from the balcony on
our river ship. After breakfast, go ashore to visit Edfu and the Temple of
Horus, the son of Isis and Osiris, who avenged his father’s murder and
dismemberment at the hands of his wicked uncle, Seth. Later on, we’ll sail
to Kom Ombo and visit the fascinating and much underrated Kom Ombo
Temple, which was shared by the two Gods, Sobek and Horus. The
temple is perfectly symmetrical thus ensuring neither God was offended.
See the beautiful murals and bas reliefs depicting examples of ancient
Egyptian technology such as medical instruments and the solar system.
The collection of mummified crocodiles is also fascinating! Overnight in
Kom Ombo. Dinner and galabaya party on board the ship.

Thursday 25 May
Kom Ombo - Aswan
Meals: B/L/D
Overnight: Nile Rivership

This morning we’ll depart Kom Ombo for Aswan. Lunch on board as you
sail towards Aswan. This afternoon’s highlights include the Aswan Dams
at the end of Lake Nasser, the re-sited Temple of Philae and the granite
quarries which provided stone for Karnak and Luxor Temples. Overnight
in Aswan.

Friday 26 May
Aswan
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Aswan Sofitel Old
Cataract Hotel

After breakfast, we’ll disembark the ship and continue on with a visit to
The Nubian Village, a typical Nubian village and life style. Nubians still
live here and the village is decorated in traditional style. We will be
invited for tea in one of the Nubian houses. After our visit, check in to
our hotel. This hotel is sure to be a highlight as it is one of the finest
hotels in one of the most stunning locations in Egypt. Built on the banks
of the river Nile, guests have enjoyed the service and comfort of this
legendary hotel since 1899.
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This hotel is sure to be a highlight as it is one of the finest hotels in one
of the most stunning locations in Egypt. Built on the banks of the river
Nile, guests have enjoyed the service and comfort of this legendary hotel
since 1899. Immortalised by Agatha Christie’s ‘Death on the Nile’, the
hotel uniquely combines architectural styles from the East and the
Victorian era. Guest rooms offer a contemporary Egyptian style and
provide a peaceful sanctuary to observe the Nile from your balcony. This
evening there is an opportunity to visit the Aswan markets on a walking
tour.
Saturday 27 May
Aswan - Abu Simbel - Aswan
Meals: B/L/D
Overnight: Aswan
Flight: 45 minutes each way
Overnight: Aswan Sofitel Old
Cataract Hotel

Today you have two options:
Option one: Transfer to Aswan Airport for a flight to Abu Simbel. A short
transfer takes us to the entrance of the Abu Simbel Temples for our
walking tour of approximately 1.5 hours. Abu Simbel is one of the most
impressive archaeological sites in all of Egypt, not only for its historical
significance, but for the great engineering success in moving these
temples to their present location. Of all the temples of Egyptian antiquity,
amongst the most spectacular and best preserved are these temples.
The master builder was Ramses II, one of Egypt’s greatest Pharaohs. The
larger temple celebrates the Pharaoh himself while the smaller one
honours his wife, Queen Nefertari. When the new Lake Nasser Dam was
built in the 1960s, the temples were moved to save them from a watery
grave. Note an additional cost of $615NZD applies to this option.
Option two: Relax and enjoy the ambience of the Sofitel Old Cataract
Hotel
The entire group will meet up for a special dinner tonight enjoying
spectacular views of the Nile. A unique experience at this legendary
property.
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DAILY ITINERARY
Sunday 28 May
Aswan - Cairo - Amman,
Jordan
Meals: B/D
Flight: 1 hour 20 and 3 hours 40
minutes
Overnight: Amman

This morning transfer back to the airport for the flight to Amman, Jordan
via Cairo. We will be met at immigration and assisted with visa
formalities before transferring to our hotel for the next two nights. Time
permitting, we will have a short orientation tour of Amman before
enjoying an evening cooking class in a local house, Beit Sitti, in one of the
city’s oldest neighbourhoods. Established in 2010, Beit Sitti came about
by sisters Maria, Dina and Tania’s desire to keep their grandmother’s
legacy alive. Beit Sitti offers a rooftop dining experience where we learn
how to prepare a traditional Arabic meal with the help of a Hajjeh, and
then savour the food that we have helped to prepare.

Monday 29 May
Amman
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Amman

Transfer to the North to the best-preserved example of Roman
civilization, the city of Jerash, part of the Decapolis (the ten big Roman
cities of the East). It has been called the Pompeii of the East for its unique
state of preservation. The city features theatres, churches, temples (Zeus
and Artemis), a Nymphaeum and colonnaded streets. Continue to Umm
Qais, or Gadara of antiquity. Gadara commands a magnificent view over
the northern Jordan Valley, the Sea of Galilee (Lake Tiberias), the
Yarmouk River gorge and the Golan Heights. The last stop today is Pella –
another city of the Decapolis, in the Jordan Valley. Most of the visible
structures date from the Roman, Byzantine and Islamic periods (2nd to
14th Centuries AD) and there is ample evidence of human occupation
during the earlier Hellenistic, Persian, Iron, Bronze, Chalcolithic, Neolithic
and Paleolithic periods. Transfer back to Amman.
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Tuesday 30 May
Amman - Petra
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Petra

Drive southwards along the Kings’ Way to Petra. We will follow an ancient
and strategic trading route which connected Egypt with Mesopotamia,
Syria and Anatolia. As with the Edomites and Moabites, trade along this
route gave the Ammonites considerable revenue. Our first stop is
Madaba, famous for its ancient mosaic map of Jerusalem in the St
George Church floor. Continue to Mt. Nebo and the alleged burial site of
Moses that overlooks the Dead Sea and the Jordan Valley. We’ll drive
through the magnificent scenery of Wadi Mujib to Kerak to visit the
Crusader Castle. Our hotel tonight is well located, being within walking
distance to the ‘Red Rose’ city of Petra.

Wednesday 31 May
Petra
Meals: B/L/D
Overnight: Petra

The Nabataean Kingdom of Petra became a client state for the Roman
Empire in the first century BC. It was only in 106 AD that the city lost its
independence when it was captured by the Romans who renamed
Nabataea to Arabia Petraea. Petra's importance declined as sea trade
routes emerged and after an 363 AD earthquake which destroyed many
structures, it was gradually lost to civilisation until rediscovered by the
Swiss explorer, Burkhart. We will explore this city that is carved into the
rose-red Sharah Mountains. There is an optional horse ride to the Siq,
then we will walk or take a cart through the Siq, a narrow and winding
fissure between the cliffs, before rounding the final corner for a
spectacular view of The Treasury. Continue into Petra to see the Roman
Theatre, the Courts, Qasr al-Bint Pharaoun, Temple of the Winged Lion
and other monuments. En-route stop at the local shop of Rami, son of
New Zealander, Marguerite van Geldermelsen and her Bedouin husband
Mohammed. Marguerite later wrote the book ‘Married to a Bedouin’
capturing their cross cultural marriage. This store sells jewellery made by
women from a local Bedouin collective. After lunch, you may wish to
climb up to the monastery high above the base of Petra, or continue to
explore other sites in Petra. There is a chance to take an optional Petra
by night tour this evening.
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Thursday 1 June
Petra - Wadi Rum - Dead Sea
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Dead Sea

This morning we visit Little Petra, another important site in Wadi Musa
and located only a few kilometres from Petra. Transfer to the magical
desert of Wadi Rum, home of ‘Lawrence of Arabia’. We will take a two
hour 4x4 jeep tour into the many sites in the moonlike landscaped
desert. Continue to the Dead Sea to overnight at the Dead Sea Spa.
Tonight is our farewell dinner.

Friday 2 June
Dead Sea - Amman Dubai/Doha
Meals: B/in flight
Overnight: Dubai

Relax with a free morning - perhaps experience a unique ‘float’ in the
Dead Sea, 306 metres below sea level and renowned for its therapeutic
qualities. Or you may wish to experience a therapeutic treatment at the
spa. Later on transfer to Amman for your flight home. Expect to have an
overnight stay in transit on the way back to Auckland.

Saturday 3 June
Dubai/Doha - Auckland
Meals: In flight

Depart mid-morning to arrive in Auckland in the mid-morning on Sunday
4 June
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HOW TO SECURE YOUR PLACE ON THIS TOUR
A deposit of $1,000 is required to secure your place on the tour. When minimum numbers
are reached, the tour will become a ‘confirmed departure’ and your deposit will be nonrefundable.
Click below to complete the online registration form, pay the $1,000 deposit and your
place in this tour is secured. Or you can complete a paper registration form. You can
download one from our website www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz/forms/ or give us a call
and we will email or post one to you.

CLICK HERE TO BOOK ONLINE

TERMS & CONDITIONS
Can be found on our website www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz/forms/, on the back of the
paper registration form or on the summary page when you complete an online
registration. There is a 2.5% surcharge if you wish to pay by credit card.
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