
West Coast Discovery 

Friday 25 March  -  Sunday 3 April 2022 

9 nights  

DISCOVER NZ 

TOUR OVERVIEW 

The West Coast is legendary for its diverse and untamed natural wilderness; from the alpine peaks of the 

Southern Alps, to the temperate rainforests of the National Parks and the wild coastal landscapes. In fact the 

600 kms of breathtaking scenery has been described as one of the top 10 coastal drives in the world but on 

this tour, you wont just drive this coast, you will explore it in depth.  The forests and lagoons are home to        

endemic birds and creatures such as White Heron (Kotuku), kiwi and tuatara. On this comprehensive tour, its 

not just the spectacular scenery and flora and fauna that will enchant you, but also the stories of its rich       

mining history, from the pioneers of the gold rush to those who exploited the rich seams of coal. The Coasters 

are a welcoming people and you will delve a little deeper into the illustrious tales of the area. There’s a lot to 

see on the West Coast, come with us and experience it.  

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 

• Soar above Fox and Franz Josef Glaciers, take in 

the magnificent vistas of Aoraki Mount Cook in a 

once in a lifetime helicopter ride. 

• Take one of the world’s great train journeys from 

Christchurch to Greymouth on the TranzAlpine. 

• Gaze at the pancake rocks and blowholes of     

Punakaiki. 

• Rummage through the museum, galleries, distillery 

and antique shops of Reefton. 

• Discover the history and stories of the famed      

mining area of the Denniston Plateau. 

• View the spectacular wilderness of the Nile River 

Canyon in Paparoa National Park by bush train. 

• Cruise the Okarito lagoon looking for local birdlife 

including white heron, spoonbill and godwit 

• Jet boat from the ocean to the alps on the      

magnificent Waiatoto River. 

 

TOUR INCLUSIONS 

• The services of an experienced Calder & Lawson 

Tours tour manager  

• 9 nights’ accommodation (twin share) 

• Meals as specified in the itinerary 

• Local guides 

• All group transfers 

• Admissions as detailed in the itinerary 

• Activities and sightseeing tours with local guides 

as detailed in the itinerary 

• Pre-tour material  

TOUR EXCLUSIONS 

• Domestic travel to Christchurch and from   

Queenstown (flights can be booked for you at an 

additional cost) 

• Travel insurance 

• Meals not specified in the itinerary 

• Beverages during included meals, unless  

specified 

• Personal expenses 

• If you wish to pay by credit card, a surcharge of 

2.5% will be charged 



TOUR PRICE—ex Christchurch 

Share twin/ double per person NZD$ 4,890 

Single Supplement   NZD$ 990 

Please contact Calder & Lawson Tours if you are interested in a single occupancy place, as they are limited. 

GROUP SIZE Minimum 10, maximum 18 

 

VARIATIONS IN TRAVEL We can make arrangements for any travel you would like to do before or after this 

tour.  Please contact us to discuss your requirements. 

IS THIS TOUR FOR ME? 
This will be an excellent opportunity to take your 

time exploring the dramatic landscapes and 

learning the history and heritage of the West 

Coast of the South Island. This tour will not be   

physically challenging, however ability to stand 

and walk for 2-3 hours will enable you to fully    

participate in all activities. Some optional extra 

walks are available should you wish to get a little 

more exercise on your tour. 

TOUR MANAGER 

David McNay is a true ‘Southern 

Man’. Born and bred in Southland, 

not only has he worked for the 

iconic Speights Brewery for a    

decade but was the publican of 

the Waiau Hotel at Tuatapere for 

twenty years.  

 

David has spent the last 17 years 

driving and leading tours of South-

land and is intimately familiar with 

the land and its people. He looks 

forward to welcoming you to his 

neck of the woods. 

HOW TO SECURE YOUR PLACE ON THIS TOUR 

A deposit of $500 is required to secure your place on the tour. When minimum numbers are reached, the tour will 

become a ‘confirmed departure’ and your deposit will be non-refundable. At that point we will advise when the 

tour payment will be due. If the tour is unable to operate as a result of government travel restrictions  

due to Covid-19, you will have the choice of transferring your deposit to another tour or receive a full refund.  

• Click here to complete the online registration form, pay the $500 per person deposit and your place in this 

tour is secured. 

• Or you can complete a paper registration form. You can down load one from the website 

www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz, or give us a call and we will email or post one to you.  

• TERMS & CONDITIONS 

Can be found on the website www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz, on the back of the paper registration form 

or on the summary page when you complete an online registration. If you wish to pay by credit card, a 

surcharge of 2.5% will be charged. 

VARIATIONS 

This itinerary is Version 1 dated 29/11/2021 and is subject to change. 

 

 

https://planmyevent.eventsair.com/cl-tours-2022---d2-west-coast-exploration/registration
http://www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz
http://www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz
mailto:cnltours@hot.co.nz
http://www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz


Arrive in Christchurch and make your way to your centrally located hotel to 

meet your tour manager and group. We suggest you arrive in Christchurch 

no later than 1:00 PM to give you time to transfer from the airport and meet 

your tour manager.  

This afternoon you will join your tour manager for a city tram tour of        

Christchurch on one of the beautifully restored trams that will travel      

throughout the city with live commentary from the driver as you can see the 

latest changes in the city as it continues to rebuild from the earthquakes of 

2011. Enjoy a welcome dinner tonight with the group and your tour        

manager. 

 

  

This morning embark on one of the world’s greatest train journeys aboard 

the TranzAlpine train from Christchurch. Roll over the majestic Canterbury 

Plains, travel the edges of the Waimakariri River, traverse the Southern Alps 

to Arthurs Pass. The last section of the line is scheduled to be closed for 

maintenance in late March and if that is still the case you will disembark the 

train around 11:00 AM and drive north through the historic home of the  

Labour movement in New Zealand at Blackball and the moving Pike 29 me-

morial to arrive at Reefton.  

You will stop for lunch and to explore the historic settlement of Reefton. In 

1868 it became the first town in the Southern Hemisphere to receive  

electricity, hence its moniker ‘the Town of Light’. An old gold mining town,  

Reefton is home now to an excellent museum, gallery, distillery and antique 

shops and has retained many of its heritage buildings and historic charm. 

Arrive in Westport early evening. Established in 1861 it is the oldest   

European settlement on the West Coast. A mining town, it has been       

damaged by several earthquakes and after the 1929 Murchison earthquake 

in which several buildings collapsed, a number of art deco buildings were 

constructed. 

 

Ride the trails of the Nile River Railway today. The trail has recreated a      

bygone era where bush trams once prevailed and the train provides visitors 

with a fantastic way to experience the spectacular landscapes of the Nile 

River Canyon in the South Island’s Paparoa National Park. Enjoy the         

landscape as the train meanders its way through the rainforest beside the 

Nile River. Pass through many of the film sites for the BBC’s ‘The Lost World’      

production and imagine the pioneers at work in the canyon. Arrive at 

‘Softrock Station’, nestled beneath the towering limestone buffs.  

Take a short walk from the station through the rainforest to the Nile River    

Suspension Bridge or a longer walk to the Nile River Caves entrance, before 

the return journey to Charleston. 

Return to Westport for lunch and a chance to learn the history of the West 

Coast mining industry with an afternoon visit to the excellent mining museum 

in Westport. This will be a valuable primer to the history of mining in the area 

before heading up to the Denniston Plateau tomorrow. 

An optional 3.4 kilometre walk on the Cape Foulwind Walkway is possible this 

afternoon. One of the best short walks in the area, you will start at a fur seal 

breeding colony and follow an established walkway along spectacular 

coastline with panoramic views of mountains and coastlines to the Cape 

Foulwind lighthouse. 

Friday 25 March 2022 

Your home - Christchurch 

Meals: D 

Overnight: Christchurch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 26 March  

TranzAlpine - Greymouth –

Westport 

Meals: B/D 

Train: 5 hours 

Driving: 2.5 hours 

Overnight: Westport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 27 March 

Meals: B/D 

Driving: 1 hour 

Overnight: Westport 

 

DAILY ITINERARY 



Monday March 28 

Meals: B/D 

Overnight: Hokitika 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday March 29 

Meals: B/D 

Overnight: Hokitika 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday March 30 

Meals: B/L 

Overnight: Franz Josef 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday March 31 

Meals: B/D 

Overnight: Franz Josef 

Head up the hill this morning to the Denniston Plateau to take in the     

magnificent views down to the Karamea Bight and Waimangaroa River 

and absorb the world class interpretation boards installed by DOC telling 

the stories of local people working under extreme conditions. 
 

Journey down the wild West Coast skirting around the side of the Paparoa 

National Park to reach Punakaiki, where you can take a leisurely stroll on 

walkways to view the pancake rocks and blowholes. Watch columns of 

water shoot skyward from the unique rock formations.  

Continue on to the town of Hokitika, your hotel tonight is right on the 

beachfront. After dinner this evening make a short visit to the local glow 

worm dell to see the twinkling lights of the resident colony. 

 

After breakfast you will start your day with a walk 20 metres above the 

ground among the giant rimu and kamahi trees on an exhilarating treetop 

walk.  

In the late morning you will take a cruise up Mahinapua creek and onto 

Lake Mahinapua, enjoy the tranquillity cruising in the creek, taking in the 

birdsong and the magnificent views of the Southern Alps and Aoraki 

Mount Cook. 

Then enjoy a free afternoon to explore the town known for its Pounamu 

(jade) production and driftwood strewn beach or relax at the hotel and 

enjoy the sea views from your room. 

 

This morning continue on to the small coastal settlement of Okarito. You 

will spend the next few hours with local guides who will share with you the 

colourful past of this once bustling port. In February 1866 over 70 ships 

docked here. Head out on a boat to the beautiful Okarito lagoon where 

you will cruise past local birdlife, white heron, spoonbill and godwit and 

learn of the ecological biodiversity of this unique and magical corner of 

the South island. Finish up with a delicious three course lunch hosted at 

Donovan’s Store, the West Coast’s oldest remaining building from the gold 

rush era of the 1860’s. This will be a wonderful chance to dig into the local 

area with enthusiastic local guides.  

 

Check into your accommodation right in the township of Franz Josef with 

views of the surrounding rain forest and snowy mountain peaks. A free 

night for dinner this evening. 
 

Take the flight of a lifetime this morning. Board a helicopter and soar over 

both Fox and Franz Josef Glaciers and see both Aoraki Mount Cook and 

Mount Tasman before landing and planting your feet on the snow for 

spectacular mountain views and an incredible photo opportunity 

(weather permitting).  

After your incredible scenic flight, visit the West Coast Wildlife Centre 

which in partnership with DOC and Te Runanga o Makaawhio is running a 

breeding programme for the world’s rarest kiwi, the Rowi, and the Haast 

Tokoeka kiwi. You will go behind the scenes on the VIP guided backstage 

pass tour to see the kiwi hatching and incubation facility and Tuatara     

encounter.  



Drive from Franz Joseph to Waitoto this morning and then embark on a jet 

boat safari on the Waiatoto River into remote back country wilderness and 

1,000 year old beech forest. Travel from the ocean to the alps on a      

spectacular journey into a UNESCO World Heritage site, view dramatic 

landscapes and learn of the pioneering history of the area.  

Head to Jacksons Bay for  a late lunch at a local institution, The Craypot.  

This is a quirky caravan style café on the esplanade of Jacksons Bay. The 

menu consists of classic Kiwi dishes and your special lunch will include a 

delicious local crayfish (other options available if you are not a crayfish 

fan) 

 

A relaxed morning in Haast with the option to do two short walks at Ship 

Creek. The Kahikatea Swamp Forest walk takes you through lush shaded 

forest and is one of the best examples of swamp forest featuring stunning 

specimens of New Zealand’s tallest tree, the Kahikatea. We then connect 

with the Dune Lake walk which follows rugged west coast dunes before 

heading into a dense coastal forest of windswept trees.  

This morning you will head from Haast towards the resort towns of Wanaka 

and Queenstown. Driving through the Mount Aspiring National Park there 

will be time for several stops along the way including some easily accessi-

ble waterfalls. 

A stop at the Blue Pools offers a 3 kilometre round trip easy walk through 

mature beech and podocarp forest. It leads to these natural wonders of 

pure glacial water gathered from the mountains. Walk through open flats 

with spectacular mountain views and enjoy the coolness of the beech  

forest to a swing bridge over the Makarora River. Continue on a         

boardwalk to the second swing bridge, which is the viewing platform over 

the Blue Pools.  

Arrive in Queenstown in the late afternoon and check in to your centrally 

located hotel and enjoy a special farewell dinner with the group at the 

renowned Eicherdts restaurant, one of the premier dining destinations in 

Queenstown . 

 

 

After breakfast, transfer to Queenstown airport for homebound flights or 

choose to extend your stay.  

Friday April 1 

Meals: B/L 

Overnight: Haast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday April 2 

Meals: B/D 

Overnight: Queenstown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday April 3 

Meals: B 


