
Walking in Wanaka and the Siberia Valley 
Saturday 26 November - Friday 2 December 2022 

6 nights  

WALKING NZ 

TOUR OVERVIEW 

This Wanaka based walking adventure takes us on some of the best trails in the Mt Aspiring National Park 

region while staying put in comfortable accommodation in Wanaka and carrying only a day pack. Wanaka’s 

picture-perfect location and easy access to the outdoors makes it the ultimate base for a walking holiday.  

Days will be spent exploring glaciers, climbing to stunning viewpoints, wandering through native beech forest 

and walking alongside dazzling blue glacial rivers and crystal clear alpine lakes. In the evenings we will return to 

the comfort of our lakeside accommodation in Wanaka to enjoy the stylish shops and vibrant local cafés and 

restaurants.  

One of the highlights will be the ‘Siberia experience’ where we will fly, walk, and jet boat through New Zealand’s 

most spectacular alpine environment on an adventure like no other!  

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 

• Hike Mt Iron 

• Lunch at the famous Cardrona pub 

• Walk to a viewpoint of Rob Roy Glacier 

• Take a scenic flight over Mt Aspiring National Park into the 

remote Siberia valley 

• Hike Siberia valley and jet boat the Wilkins river 

• Hike Rocky Mountain and Diamond Lake 

• Walk the Blue-Young track and picnic at the Blue Pools 

• Sample the outstanding pinot noir at Mt Difficulty winery  



TOUR PRICE    

Share twin per person   NZD $4,190 

Single supplement   NZD $1,090 

Single supplement is limited, please contact us if you’re are interested 

in a single supplement place.  

GROUP SIZE  Minimum 10, maximum  15 

VARIATIONS IN TRAVEL  We can make arrangements for any travel you 

would like to do before or after this tour.  Please contact us to discuss 

your requirements. 

TOUR EXCLUSIONS 

• Domestic flights/travel to Queenstown

(arrangements can be made for you at an  

additional cost) 

• Travel insurance 

• Meals not specified in the itinerary 

• Beverages during included meals, unless  

specified 

• Personal expenses 

• A 2.5% surcharge if you wish to pay by credit 

card 

TOUR INCLUSIONS 

• The services of an experienced Calder & Lawson 

Tours tour manager 

• 6 nights accommodation (twin share) 

• Scenic flight in and jetboat out of Siberia Valley  

• Meals as specified in the itinerary 

• Local guides 

• All group transfers 

• Admissions as detailed in the itinerary  

• Activities and sightseeing tours as detailed in the  

itinerary 

• Pre-tour material 
IS THIS TOUR FOR ME? 

This is a moderate level walking tour 

with walks each day.  The longest 

could be up to 4 hours and the  

shortest less than a couple of hours.  

You should have recent experience of 

walking for that long on  

consecutive days.  We recommend 

you wear good sturdy walking shoes 

or boots. The walk on the Rob Roy 

Glacier track has an elevation gain of 

420m while other days are relatively 

flat. Agility to climb in and out of a 

small aircraft and jetboats is required. 

TOUR MANAGER 

John Matheson will be your tour manager and Rosanne will 

accompany him. John has worked in the travel industry for 

over 40 years, the majority of these as a director of Calder 

& Lawson. He has led many overseas walking tours and 

now that he is retired, he is looking forward to walking and 

exploring some special ‘off the beaten track’ places in New 

Zealand.  

John specialises in the organisational aspects of the 

tour.  He works closely with the local guides, ensures that 

the tour goes according to schedule where possible, keeps 

an eye on the operational details, and sorts out any    



Arrive in Queenstown in the morning, arriving no later than 10:30am, or you 

may have arrived the day prior.  We will transfer over the Crown Range to 

stunning Wanaka - your home for the next week. On the way, stop for lunch 

at the famous Cardrona Pub, one of New Zealand’s oldest and most iconic 

hotels. Your hotel has lake views and is centrally located in Wanaka. After 

checking in, stretch your legs with an afternoon walk up Mt Iron, just outside 

the township. This short walk will get your heart pumping and at the top you’ll 

be rewarded with dazzling views over the whole basin to the peaks of Mt  

Aspiring National Park. Afterwards relax at the hotel before enjoying a  

welcome dinner this evening.  

 

This morning we will head out into the Matukituki valley in Mt Aspiring  

National Park, to hike to views of Rob Roy Glacier. If it's a clear day, we will 

be able to see Mt Aspiring from the track start at Raspberry Creek flat. Start 

by hiking alongside the Matukituki River, but shortly cross a bridge and   

ascend the side of a hanging valley. Soon we'll be surrounded by thick  

native beech forest and will have the chance to see South Island bush  

robins, tomtits, fantails and even kea if we are lucky! After a few kilometres of 

steady uphill through the forest, we come to an area where the bush opens 

out and we’re presented with stunning views of the Rob Roy glacier and Rob 

Roy peak. Enjoy a picnic lunch while taking in the views before retracing our 

steps  to the valley floor. Join the group for a dinner in Wanaka this evening. 

 

Today is a true highlight where we’ll experience the remote wilderness of  

Siberia valley, deep in the heart of Mt Aspiring National Park. To get there, we 

will take a scenic fixed wing flight, which will give us opportunities to fly over 

stunning glaciers and snow-capped mountains. After landing in the valley, 

we will wave goodbye to the plane and start hiking. After crossing the river 

(yes, your feet will get wet!), have a quick check of the Siberia hut before 

heading out of the valley. This forest walk will have us strolling first through the 

grassy valley flats, and then up into the native beech forest, before  

descending down to the Wilkins river. Here the track ends, and a jetboat will 

be waiting to whisk us backdown the river to civilisation. We will do all this in a 

day trip, which would otherwise take 4-5 days of hiking with heavy packs. 

Note: depending on the size of our group we may need to split the group 

with half doing the trip today and the other half tomorrow. 

  

Today we will have another thrilling ride into the wilderness. Travel back to 

Makarora where we board a jet boat up the Makarora river to access the 

Blue-Young track. We will hike alongside the glacial waters, through native 

forest and huge boulders, to arrive at the stunning blue pools for a picnic 

lunch. These pools are fed with water from the glaciers melting from above, 

and consequently have a dazzling blue turquoise colour. We can take our 

time enjoying our picnic lunch and the pools, maybe even braving the chilly 

waters for a bracing swim before heading back to Wanaka for a group 

dinner. 

  

Head back towards the Matukituki valley today to walk the Diamond Lake 

and Rocky mountain track. There will be several options to choose from.  If 

you want a more relaxed pace, opt for a relaxed walk just around  

Diamond Lake. For a bigger challenge you can walk to the top of Rocky 

Mountain, for views over lake Wanaka and back to the township. You will 

then had back to Wanaka for lunch and a free afternoon and evening to 

enjoy the shops of Wanaka, relaxing by the lake or taking a short walk from 

the resort to the famous ‘Wanaka Tree’. John and Rosanne will be available 

to have dinner tonight for anyone who wishes to join them. 

Saturday 26 November 2022 

Queenstown - Wanaka  

Meals: L/D 

Walk: 4.5 km, 1 -  2 hours 

Elevation: +/- 220 m 

Overnight: Wanaka 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 27 November    

Matukituki Valley 

Meals: B/L/D 

Walk: 10 km, 3 -  4 hours 

Elevation: +/- 420 m  

Overnight: Wanaka  

 

 

 

 

Monday 28 November    

Siberia Valley 

Meals B/L 

Walk: 6.6 km,  2  - 3 hours 

Elevation: + 140 m, - 320 m 

Overnight: Wanaka  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 29 November     

Makarora 

Meals: B/L/D 

Walk: 4.5 km, 2 - 3 hours 

Elevation: +/- 30 m 

Overnight: Wanaka 

 

 

 

Wednesday 30 November     

Rocky Mountain/Diamond Lake  

Meals: B/L 

Walk: Rocky Mountain 7 km 2-3 hrs 

or 2.5 km 1 hour 

Elevation +/- 375m 

Elevation: +/- 60m  

Overnight: Wanaka 

 

 DAILY ITINERARY 



HOW TO SECURE YOUR PLACE ON THIS TOUR 

A deposit of $500 is required to secure your place on the tour.  When minimum numbers are reached, the tour will 

become a ‘confirmed departure’ and your deposit will be non-refundable.  At that point we will advise when the 

tour payment is due.  If the tour is unable to operate as a result of government travel restrictions due to Covid-19, 

you will have the choice of transferring your deposit to another tour or receiving a full refund.  

• Click here to complete the online registration form, pay the $500 deposit and your place in this tour is  

secured. 

• Or you can complete a paper registration form.  You can download one from the website 

www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz, or give us a call and we will email or post one to you.  

TERMS & CONDITIONS 

Can be found on the website www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz, on the back of the paper registration form or on 

the summary page when you complete an online registration.  There is a 2.5% surcharge if you pay by credit card. 

VARIATIONS 

This itinerary is Version 1 dated 15/03/2022 and is subject to change. 

 

Thursday 1 December  

Hawea River - Bannockburn 

Meals: B/L/D 

Overnight: Wanaka  

Walking: Rocky Mountain 7 km 2-3 

hrs or 2.5 km 1 hour 

Elevation +/- 375m 

Walking: Bannockburn Sluicings  

3 km 1.5 hours 

 

 

 

 

Friday 2 December  

Wanaka - Queenstown  

Meals: B 

  

Today you will head to the small town of Lake Hawea. After checking out 

the lakefront, turn down the Hawea River trail, past the hydro dam, along 

the gently undulating trail following the river. The trail meanders alongside 

the river, giving you mountain views all around. Keep walking until you get 

to the ‘Hawea wave’, a man-made feature built for the local kayaking 

community when the hydro scheme was built. After a picnic lunch, travel 

down past Cromwell to the historic area of Bannockburn, which was a 

thriving town in the gold mining era. Here you will learn about the history 

while wandering the sluicing's trails, in between rock tailings, dams, old 

miners cottages and caves. It feels like being on the set of an old western 

movie. Afterwards, visit a nearby winery and taste great pinot noir. After 

heading back to Wanaka, finish the day with a drink by the lake and a 

farewell dinner.  

 

After breakfast, transfer back to Queenstown for homebound flights or you 

may wish to extend your stay. We suggest that you book your return flights 

for no earlier than midday.  
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