DISCOVER NZ

Otago Exploration

Wednesday 23 March - Thursday 31 March 2022
8 nights
TOUR OVERVIEW
Explore Central Otago in the late summer. Begin in Dunedin, one of the Southern Hemisphere’s best preserved
Edwardian and Victorian cities with its Gothic style architecture and heritage attractions. Soak up the history and
culture of the city and enjoy its quirky city vibe. On Dunedin’s doorstep, visit the Otago Peninsula and view the
Northern Royal Albatross in their natural habitat and learn more about the local wildlife on a cruise on the Monarch. Travelling on to Oamaru where you will spend the weekend, stop for seafood at Fleurs Place, known for its
delectable food and wine. Explore the Victorian Precinct in Oamaru with it’s Whitestone heritage buildings and
more recent ‘Steampunk’ history and visit the Little Blue penguin colony. Then move on to ‘Graeme Sydney
country’, the rolling hills and big skies of the Maniototo and explore small towns and vast landscapes.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•

Visit the Royal Albatross Centre, Dunedin

•

Visit the Orokonui ecosanctuary

•

Unravel the mystery of Moeraki boulders

•

Sample delectable food at excellent restaurants including
seafood at Fleurs Place Moeraki

•

Marvel at the historic whitestone buildings in the heart of
Oamaru

•

Visit the newest castle in New Zealand at Riverstone

•

Explore private gardens of renown

•

Try your hand at curling at the indoor ice rink at Naseby

•

Taste delicious Central Otago produce and wines

•

Wander historic gold rush towns

IS THIS TOUR FOR ME?
This will be an excellent opportunity to take
your time exploring Otago with its diverse
attractions and interesting history and heritage. Local wildlife, dramatic landscapes
and visits to the nooks and crannies of the
Maniototo will appeal, as will the chance to
visit Dot’s Castle in Riverstone.
Although not physically demanding it will
involve walking and standing for two-three
hours at a time and a good level of fitness
and mobility will allow you to get the most
out of this tour.

TOUR MANAGER
Malcolm Campbell will be your tour manager. He is a professional naturalist, birder,
outdoor pursuit’s enthusiast, who worked for 20 years on conservation and
environmental issues in New Zealand’s national parks, forests, and coastal marine
environments. He has led many tours in New Zealand and will share his in-depth
knowledge with you. Malcolm is a natural storyteller, a friendly and enthusiastic
travel companion, and possesses an encyclopaedic knowledge of our country,
which he imparts with warmth and zest.

TOUR INCLUSIONS

TOUR EXCLUSIONS

• The services of an experienced New Zealand based
Calder & Lawson Tours tour manager

•

Domestic flights and travel to/from Dunedin
and Queenstown (arrangements can be made
for you at an additional cost)

•

Beverages during included meals, unless
specified in itinerary

•

Personal expenses

•

A 2.5% surcharge if you wish to pay by credit
card

•

Travel insurance

•

Meals not specified in the itinerary

• 8 nights’ accommodation (twin share)
• Meals as specified in the itinerary
• Local guides
• All group transfers & local guides
• Admissions as detailed in the itinerary
• Activities and sightseeing tours with local guides as
detailed in the itinerary
• Pre-tour material

TOUR PRICE - ex Dunedin
Share twin per person

NZD $4,190

Single supplement

NZD $990

GROUP SIZE Minimum 10, maximum 18
VARIATIONS IN TRAVEL We can make arrangements for any travel you would like to do before or after this tour.
Please contact us to discuss your requirements.

DAILY ITINERARY
Wednesday 23 March 2022
Dunedin
Meals: D
Overnight: Dunedin

Please arrive in Dunedin in time to make your way to your centrally located
hotel and meet your tour manager and group at 1:00 PM. You will embark
on a guided walking tour of the city stopping by key sites, the Octagon, St
Pauls Cathedral and the Central Railway Station, New Zealand's most
photographed building. Finish at the magnificent Lan Yuan Chinese
Gardens to explore the garden said to encapsulate a Chinese landscape
painting come to life. Enjoy afternoon tea in the beautiful tea house and
then move on to the Toitu Otago Settlers museum which is dedicated to
telling the story of the people of Dunedin and the surrounding areas. You
will enjoy a presentation from a museum curator and learn more of the
history of the area. Later gather with your group and tour manager for a
welcome dinner at a local restaurant.

Thursday 24 March
Otago Peninsula
Driving: 2 hours
Meals: B/L/D
Overnight: Dunedin

This morning you will continue to explore the suburbs of Dunedin including
a panoramic view of the city and surrounds from the top of Signal Hill. Then
head out onto the Otago Peninsula to Larnach Castle where you will learn
about his impressively crafted landmark built in 1871. It is filled with a
collection of New Zealand antiques and furniture and has a beautiful garden. A Devonshire lunch on site will be served.
After lunch you travel further out on the Peninsula to Taiaroa Head and visit
the Royal Albatross Centre, a purpose-built viewing observatory where you
can witness the fascinating social and family life of the local breeding
colony of Albatross.
Then spend an hour on a wildlife cruise onboard the sturdy Monarch
exploring the stunningly beautiful and rugged coastline near the entrance
to the Otago Harbour. The crew will give you a full commentary during your
cruise about the local wildlife, history and geology. Perhaps you will see the
majestic royal albatross in flight.

Friday 25 March
Otago, Fleurs Place and Moeraki
Driving: 2 hours
Meals: B/L
Overnight: Oamaru

This morning head to the Orokonui Eco Sanctuary and take a tour with a
knowledgeable guide who will share stories of its history and conservation
work. This is a flagship biodiversity project with a predator fence surrounding 307 hectares of forest. You will walk among a 600-year-old podocarp/
broadleaf forest and climb to a viewing platform to listen for native birdsong .
Then you drive north up the coast and enjoy a special lunch at the
legendary Fleurs Place. This storied restaurant, built of gathered collectible
and demolition materials is the pride of owner Fleur Sullivan and has been
drawing foodies ever since it opened in 2002. The menu is built on local
produce and fresh fish. When celebrated British chef and travel writer Rick
Stein was told he could choose to go anywhere in the world to write an
article he chose Fleurs Place in Moeraki.
Take the scenic coastal route via Kakanui and arrive into Oamaru in the
late afternoon. You will have a free evening to wander the town and have
dinner at your leisure, your tour manager will be available should you wish
to join him for dinner tonight.

Saturday 26 March
Oamaru
Driving: Minimal
Meals: B/L/D
Overnight: Oamaru

This morning after breakfast, you will discover New Zealand’s newest castle
as you tour the dream project of Dot Smith, Riverstone Castle. Dot is the
‘queen’ of her own distinctive castle. Inspired by visits to grand European
palaces and cathedrals and built of 20,000 concrete blocks and 150 tons of
Oamaru stone. Hear the story of this ambitious project.
Enjoy lunch at the adjacent Riverstone Kitchen before returning to Oamaru
to explore the historic precinct with iconic Victorian buildings hewn from locally quarried limestone in the mid to late 1800’s. Visit the engrossing Steampunk HQ filled with quirky costumes, contraptions and interactive art installations.
After dinner head down to the beach to experience the magical sight of the
local Little Blue penguin colony returning to their burrows after a day in the
water. The Little Blue is the world’s smallest penguin and you will have a premium seat in the grandstand to hear a commentary on the lives of the penguins and see the delightful birds return to their burrows.

Sunday 27 March
Oamaru - Wedderburn
Driving: Minimal
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Ranfurly

Leaving Oamaru this morning, you will stop to visit the Moeraki boulders. The
beach is strewn with mysterious spherical stones with each boulder weighing
several tons and being up to two metres high. According to the Maori
legend, the boulders are gourds washed ashore from Araiteuru, one of the
great voyaging waka of Ngai Tahu’s ancestors.
Then you will drive inland to the evocative Maniototo Plain. There will be
plenty of stops for photos as you explore the area. Visit and stop in the small
town of Ranfurly to check out the art deco buildings and art gallery. Then a
visit to the Maniototo Early Settlers Museum in Naseby telling the stories of the
early settlers of the Maniototo. Gold miners and pioneer families are represented through fascinating displays of photographs and memorabilia. The
nearby Jubilee Museum has a fine selection of vintage vehicles and
machinery.

Monday 28 March
Maniototo Plain
Driving: 4 hours
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Ranfurly

Today you will continue your exploration of the Maniototo and start this
morning by wandering the rambling country garden of Clachanburn, a lush
oasis in the heat and dry of Central Otago. You will meet Jane, the owner
and enjoy a Devonshire tea.
Time for lunch in Naseby and this afternoon, have a go at curling at the
Naseby indoor ice rink. The game of curling has been around since the
1500’s and has featured in the winter Olympic Games since 1998. You will be
taught how to play in a private lesson and get a chance to slide a few
stones, learn how the brooms work and have great fun along the way.

Tuesday 29 March
Maniototo Plain
Driving: 3 hours
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Alexandra

Start this morning with a drive to the small town of St Bathans which was settled mainly by the Irish seeking their fortunes on the goldfields. You will see
the old sluicings and remnants of the gold mining that created the Blue Lake
(and take an optional short walk around the lake).
Then visit the workshop and homestead of Ernest and Hannah Hayes, well
known 19th century pioneers whose resourcefulness, skill and determination
are the embodiment of ‘Kiwi ingenuity’. Wander the grounds and rustic mud
brick buildings, marveling at the vast collection of artefacts.
A stop for lunch at Blacks Hotel in Ophir and then in the late afternoon, stop
at Shaky Bridge Vineyards to try their excellent wines before checking into
your hotel in Alexandra.

Wednesday 30 March
Central Otago
Driving: 2 hours
Meals: B/D
Overnight: Queenstown

Leave Alexandra this morning and stop at Jacksons Orchards in Cromwell.
Board their electric bus for an informative tour of this working orchard. You
may also get the chance to pick and sample some of their delicious crops if
they are ready for picking.
Then on to one of the best kept secrets of Central Otago, the Cromwell
Heritage Precinct. When the Clyde dam was completed in 1990, Cromwell’s
main street disappeared under Lake Dunstan but not before some of the
existing buildings, dating back to the gold rush of the 1860’s were saved or
lovingly rebuilt on higher group. Step back in time and explore the buildings
and artisan businesses and have lunch in this lovely spot.
In between Arrowtown and Queenstown your final stop will be at Chantecler
Garden, the country garden of Mike and Maureen Henry. Set in 8 hectares a
series of themed gardens from around the world will dazzle you with springtime colour. The highlights include 700 rhododendrons, a maple grove,
azalea garden and spring peonies.
Arrive in Queenstown in the late afternoon and check in to your centrally
located hotel. Tonight farewell your group with dinner at the renowned
Eicherdts restaurant, one of the premier dining destinations in Queenstown .

Thursday 31 March
Queenstown
Meals: B

Check out and transfer to the airport for your homebound flights or choose
to stay and extend your time in the South Island.
The team at Calder & Lawson Tours can help arrange extensions and
activities for you.

COVID INFORMATION
We know there is a lot of uncertainty caused by the latest Covid-19 outbreaks and so wanted to assure you of our
policies. All passengers and tour managers on our tours are required to be fully vaccinated against Covid-19 prior
to departure.
If any of our NZ tours are unable to operate due to government restrictions we will reschedule, hold your money in
credit or refund you in full.

HOW TO SECURE YOUR PLACE ON THIS TOUR
A deposit of $500 is required to secure your place on the tour. When minimum numbers are reached, the tour will
become a ‘confirmed departure’ and your deposit will be non-refundable. At that point we will advise when the
tour payment is due. If the tour is unable to operate as a result of government travel restrictions due to Covid-19,
you will have the choice of transferring your deposit to another tour or receiving a full refund.
•

Click here to complete the online registration form, pay the $500 deposit and your place in this tour is
secured.

•

Or you can complete a paper registration form. You can download one from the website
www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz, or give us a call and we will email or post one to you.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
Can be found on the website www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz, on the back of the paper registration form or on
the summary page when you complete an online registration. If you wish to pay by credit card, a
surcharge of 2.5% will be charged.

VARIATIONS This itinerary is Version 1 dated 2/11/2021 and is subject to change. Exchange rate fluctuations may
result in a change to the tour price.

