JOURNEYS

ANTARCTICA
Sunday 27 November - Sunday 11 December 2022
14 nights
TOUR OVERVIEW
On the southern-most tip of the planet rests one of the world’s most massive and mysterious landmasses.
Antarctica is the fifth largest continent; most of it covered with ice. There are no indigenous populations of
people on the frozen continent. Today, human habitation exists at a variety of science research stations placed
by several countries. The freezing weather is an excellent location to study how the body and mind adapts to the
cold. Scientists also drill for ice cores, which can provide a climate history of the region over thousands of years
and provide insights into climate change. Not surprisingly it is a favourite spot for astronomers. The clear air,
stable weather and absence of light pollution make the south pole one of the best places in the world to look at
the sky. Antarctica also presents the opportunity of a lifetime for photographers. Your adventure begins in
Argentina where you will have two nights to explore the exciting city of Buenos Aires. From here you will fly to
Ushuaia and board your ship to begin your voyage to Antarctica. You will sail through the Beagle Channel and
after a day at sea, will be in Antarctica where you spend five days, setting foot on the Antarctic Peninsula as well
as going ashore on the deserted Antarctic islands. You will come across the countless penguin colonies that
thrive in these ice strewn waters, cruise in zodiacs to get close to icebergs and marvel at the dramatic
ever-changing landscapes. On board your ship, experienced lecturers have an in-depth knowledge of the
biology, history and geology of this area. December is a great month to visit as there is more hours of daylight
and sunshine and the breakup of the ice allows further exploration. December marks the arrival of humpback
whales. Penguin rookeries are at full capacity and penguin chicks begin to hatch.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•

Sail on a comfortable ship well suited
for expedition voyages

•

Enjoy two nights in exciting
Buenos Aires before flying to Ushaia

•

Land on the Antarctic Peninsula each landing has distinctly different
landscapes and abundant wildlife

•

Observe the curious penguins who
wander over to take a closer look at
you. The red beaked Gentoo’s waddling and tobogganing up and down
their penguin highways and the
torpedo like leopard seals patrolling
the shorelines

•

Cruise close by the towering luminous
blue icebergs in a Zodiac

•

Be informed by on board lectures
covering subjects ranging from the
environment to seabirds, glaciers
and current Antarctic research

•

Gain more appreciation of the heroic
expeditions of the great explorers of
the early 20th century.

TOUR PRICE Ex Auckland, share twin per person
Outside cabin on lower/middle decks (RR)

$16,250**

Upgrades to higher level cabins may be available on request. Please contact the team for pricing
Sole use cabins are limited and available on request
** Note: Pricing above is based on estimated costs for airline tickets and may be subject to change once
schedules and pricing are released for 2022
GROUP SIZE Minimum 10, maximum 18
VARIATIONS IN TRAVEL We can make arrangements for any travel you would like to do before or after this tour, or
book business class seats for the flights. Please contact us.

TOUR INCLUSIONS
•

The services of a Calder & Lawson tour manager

•

Economy class airfares

•

2 nights accommodation in Buenos Aires before the
cruise

•

10 nights on board MS Fridtjof Nansen including all
meals

•

Transfers, sightseeing and entrance fees as detailed
in the itinerary

•

All tips and gratuities for crew and local guides

•

Pre-tour material

•

Meals as specified in the itinerary

IS THIS TOUR FOR ME?
You will need to be in good health and fit enough to enjoy
comfortably-paced walks on uneven and slippery paths.
On the cruise the activity level can be as intense or relaxed
as you are comfortable with as it is your choice whether to
participate in the activities or just relax on board. It is easy to
get on board the Zodiacs to cruise around or go on shore.

YOUR SHIP - MS Fridtjof Nansen
The expedition ship, MS Fridtjof Nansen is the latest addition
to Hurtigruten’s fleet of custom built ships. Combining state
of the art technology and premium on board experience
with Hurtigruten’s 125 years of experience. The ship will be
finished in 2020 and will hold up to 530 passengers. All cabins
are outside, and some of the cabins in our allocation have
private balconies. After a day of exploring, guests relax in
the elegant Explorer lounge, which is a great meeting place
to enjoy the scenery; to hear from the knowledgeable
expedition team; and to view photos of the daily excursions
and landings. Other facilities include a large gym and
wellness centre, a library, an infinity pool and hot tubs. You
will be accompanied by a team of specialists and modernday explorers. The Expedition team are highly experienced
and knowledgeable and will be your guides and guardians
on the voyage instructing you in safety, sustainability and
science.

TOUR EXCLUSIONS
•

Airline taxes

•

Travel insurance

•

Personal expenses

•

Meals not specified in the Itinerary

•

Hotel porterage

•

Beverages during included meals, unless
specified

•

Please note that, if you wish to pay by credit
card, a surcharge fee of 2.5% will be charged

DAILY ITINERARY
Sunday 27 November 2022
Auckland - Buenos Aires
Overnight: Buenos Aires
Meals: In flight

Depart Auckland to Buenos Aires where you will spend the night. Please note that
exact flights and itinerary will be updated once international air schedules for
2022 are released.

Monday 28 November
Buenos Aires
Overnight: Buenos Aires
Meals: B/D

Take a tour featuring all the magic of Argentina’s capital city, considered to be
the Paris of South America. Visit the glamourous neighbourhood of Recoleta and
its famous cemetery and other emblematic building and places of architectural
and cultural value. In the evening enjoy a welcome dinner.

Tuesday 29 November
Buenos Aires - Ushaia
Overnight: MS Fridtjol Nansen
Meals: B/D

Depart early this morning to fly to Ushuaia. A city tour of about two hours will
introduce you to Ushuaia’s fascinating history. You will then be transferred to the
pier to board your ship and begin your Antarctic voyage with a welcome dinner
on board the ship.

Wed 30 Nov—Thurs 1 Dec
Drake Passage
Overnight: MS Fridtjol Nansen
Meals: B/L/D daily

Today you’ll cross the Drake Passage and sail towards Antarctica. It’s time to
prepare yourself – either by watching films or joining in with lectures. Relax with
your fellow travellers as you sail towards this magnificent continent. As you get
closer to the Antarctic, the air will become crisper and colder. From your
vantage point on the deck you may start to see Antarctic penguins and icebergs
in the water, maybe even whales. At almost 56 degrees south, Cape Horn is the
southernmost point of South America. When ranking mythical places on Earth,
Cape Horn is high on the list. Before Panama Canal, seafarers had to pass this
infamous rocky island in order to cross from one side of the Americas to the other.

Fri 2 Dec— Tues 6 December
The South Shetland Islands
and the Antarctic Peninsula
Overnight: MS Fridtjol Nansen
Meals: B/L/D daily

You are now in one of the most remote areas on earth! Enjoy close encounters
with wildlife and glaciers, old whaling stations and relics. One of the highlights of
the South Shetlands is Deception island. When you sail into the natural harbour of
this volcanic island, you will see an abandoned whaling station known as Hektor
and a derelict British base. You will visit Cuverville Island, home to one of the
largest known colonies of gentoo penguins. Pass through Neko Harbour, located
in the innermost part of Andvord Bay and visit Half Moon Bay, considered a jewel
of diversity in the polar landscape. Everyday a landing is planned, each distinctly
different with its own landscape and specific wildlife. Cruising by Zodiac is equally
rewarding. Lectures every day cover topics ranging from seabirds and penguins,
to glaciers, the Antarctic explorers and current Antarctic research projects. The
heroism of Antarctic exploration is particularly vivid when you are there and can
fully appreciate the courage and resourcefulness of Shackleton’s Endurance
expedition through the roughest, coldest seas in the world in a 20 foot open boat!

Wed 7—Thurs 8 December
At sea
Overnight: MS Fridtjol Nansen
Meals: B/L/D

After your exciting time in the Antarctica, head back to South America. Spend
the time recapping on your adventures, have fun in the explorer room or just relax
on deck. You may even want to take a class on how to edit the fantastic photos
you have taken!

Friday 9 December
Ushuaia – Buenos Aires
Meals: B/in flight

On reaching Ushuaia you will disembark and be transferred to the airport for your
flight back to Buenos Aires to connect with your flight to Auckland just after
midnight.

Sunday 11 December
Arrive Auckland

After crossing the international date line, arrive in Auckland in the early morning.

TOUR MANAGER
After 13 years with Air New Zealand, Leen joined Calder & Lawson House of
Travel as an Owner/Director where he spent 25 years growing the corporate
travel business. Relaxed, caring, and friendly with a quick sense of humour,
Leen aims to make his travel companions comfortable and at ease. From the
moment Leen and his wife Diane meet the group at the airport, it is clear that
every aspect of the trip has been taken care of. Leen and Diane are a
dynamic duo when it comes to managing tours and their efforts behind the
scenes plus their upfront warmth and enthusiasm encourages lasting
memories, wonderful relationships, and a desire to tour with them again.

HOW TO SECURE YOUR PLACE ON THIS TOUR
A deposit of $2,000 is required to secure your place on the tour. When minimum numbers are reached, the tour
will become a ‘confirmed departure’. At that point we will advise when the tour payments will be due.
•

Click here to complete the online registration form, pay the $2000 deposit and your place in this tour is
secured.

•

Or you can complete a paper registration form. You can down load one from the website
www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz or give us a call and we will email or post one to you.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
Can be found on the website www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz, on the back of the paper registration form or on
the summary page when you complete an online registration. There is a 2.5% surcharge if you wish to pay by
credit card.
COVID-19 AND QUARANTINE
It is very important to note that quarantine-free travel is not guaranteed and is subject to change at short notice.
You travel at your own risk and must be prepared for potential changes to quarantine status. Should you require
managed isolation or changes to your travel plans, the team at Calder & Lawson Tours will be available to assist,
however any additional costs incurred due to delays or changes are your responsibility.
It is not a requirement of the tour for you to have had a Covid-19 vaccination prior to departure, but it is highly
recommended. It is a requirement for any international tour participant to have travel insurance prior to
departure. Our team can provide quotes for travel insurance.
There may be a requirement of a negative Covid-19 test before departing or returning home to New Zealand and
the Calder & Lawson Tours team will advise of requirements based on current regulations prior to travel. Any
charge for Covid-19 tests is at your own cost.
VARIATIONS
All landings and excursions are ruled by the weather, wind and ice conditions at the time, so not all may be
possible. In Antarctica, it is mandatory to use rubber boots for all landings. On board the ship has for loan high
quality boots available for use during landings and hikes. You will have your own pair during the whole voyage.
This itinerary is Version 1 dated 15/07/2021 and is subject to change. Exchange rate fluctuations may result in a
change to the tour price.

