DISCOVERY

THE RAILWAYS & TRAMWAYS OF TASMANIA
Thursday 10 March - Tuesday 22 March 2022
12 nights
TOUR OVERVIEW
Throughout Tasmania, several enthusiast groups and companies have restored a huge variety of locomotives,
rolling stock and trams. Through visits to and in many cases rides on, almost all of these enterprises, you will be
introduced to the equipment used and histories of both mainline and industrial railways and the street trams of
Hobart and Launceston.
In addition to railway and tramway activities, your tour will include plenty of time to explore the many exhibits at
the annual Sheffield Agricultural Steamfest; visits to several art exhibitions including the famous MONA in Hobart; a
tour of the notorious Sarah Island and Port Arthur convict settlements; and a cruise up the World Heritage Gordon
River.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

IS THIS TOUR FOR ME?
This tour will delight lovers of rail history and heritage
and gives enthusiasts a wonderful opportunity to
delve a little deeper with a comprehensive itinerary of
railway visits and rides while also experiencing the non
-railway highlights of Tasmania.
Although the tour is not physically demanding, the
ability to manage your own luggage, get on and off
a range of trains and coaches, walk and stand for
extended periods, and climb steps and stairs will
ensure you get the maximum enjoyment from your
tour.

Visit heritage railways and museums, experiencing
‘behind the scenes’ tours of workshops and
specially chartered rides.
Enjoy a full day at the Sheffield Steamfest.
Ride the rails of the fabulous steam trains of the
West Coast Wilderness Railway and Wee Georgie
Wood
Appreciate the carvings of ‘The Wall in the
Wilderness’
Wander the famous Salamanca market, trying
delectable local produce
Explore Tasmania’s chilling convict past at Port
Arthur and Sarah Island
Take a cruise across Macquarie Harbour and up
the Gordon River

TOUR INCLUSIONS

TOUR EXCLUSIONS

Economy class airfares on Air New Zealand direct from
Auckland to Hobart.

•

Airline taxes

•

Travel insurance

•

12 nights’ accommodation (twin share)

•

Meals not specified in the itinerary

•

Meals as specified in the itinerary

•

•

Local guides

Beverages during included meals, unless
specified

•

All group transfers

•

Hotel or airport porterage

•

•

Admissions as detailed in the itinerary

A 2.5% surcharge if you wish to pay by credit
card

•

Activities and sightseeing tours with local guides as
detailed in the itinerary

•

•

Pre-tour material

Domestic travel to Auckland. (We are very
happy to help book flights if required at an
additional cost)

•

Please note a Calder & Lawson Tour manager
will not be travelling with the tour as you will
be well looked after by the resident Australian
tour leaders on the journey.

•

TOUR PRICE Ex Auckland
Share twin per person

NZD$5,990

Single supplement (limited availability)

NZD$1,190

Please contact Calder & Lawson Tours if you are interested in a single occupancy place.
Please note that this tour is being run in partnership with the Tasmanian Association of Tourist Railways and you
can expect a combination of New Zealanders and Australians to join the tour. The maximum number for the tour
including the Australian guests will be 30.
VARIATIONS IN TRAVEL We can make arrangements for any travel you would like to do before or after this tour,
or book business class seats for the flights. Please contact us.

DAILY ITINERARY
Thursday 10 March 2022
New Zealand – Hobart (Australia)
Meals: In flight/D
Flight: 4 hours
Driving time: 3 hours
Overnight: Launceston

Depart Auckland on a 09:00 AM direct flight from Auckland to Hobart on Air
New Zealand. On arrival in Hobart, you will be collected by your driver/guide
and in the tour coach, taken to the historic town of Richmond for time to explore the village and have time for lunch (not included). Richmond is a great
place to experience Tasmanian colonial history with heritage listed buildings
found on almost every street. Later, travel north through other colonial towns
to Launceston, where your hotel will be your base for the first two nights of
the tour.
Enjoy a welcome dinner tonight and an opportunity to meet any Australians
who have joined the tour.

Friday 11 March
Launceston
Meals: B/D
Driving time: 1.5 hours
Overnight: : Launceston

Your introduction to Tasmania’s second city will include an orientation tour
and a visit to the Beaconsfield Mine and Heritage Centre which, through a
variety of interactive and other exhibits, showcases the industrial and mining
history of the district.

Saturday 12 March
Launceston - Devonport
Meals: B/D
Driving time: 1.5 hours
Overnight: Devonport

After breakfast, travel to Westbury to visit Pearn’s Steam World. The Pearn
family ran an agricultural contracting business in the Westbury district for over
80 years. In the 1950’s they recognised the passing of the steam era and
began collecting engines, tractors, equipment and memorabilia. Following
their retirement, the collection of over 200 major items was moved to the
town of Westbury and a museum staffed by volunteers set up in their honour.
Today it houses many machines, plus other artifacts and even has a
miniature railway circling the site which takes visitors for rides behind steam
or internal combustion locos.

There will then be time for you to purchase lunch. Later, enjoy a
comprehensive tour of the Railways of Tasmania display section of the
Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery (exhibits include an English Electric
diesel very similar to our De class); and the nearby Launceston Tramway
Museum to view their displays and multimedia presentations, followed by a
ride on one of their restored Launceston double bogie trams. Both these
complexes are situated in the former railway workshops. Enjoy a dinner with
the tour group this evening

After time for lunch at the nearby town of Deloraine, your coach takes you
on to the Don River Railway, for a conducted tour of their very well
equipped workshops and the largest collection of steam locos in Tasmania,
dating from 1879 – 1951. There are also several diesel locos, railcars, and
Tasmania’s largest collection of passenger carriages dating from 1869 – 1964
to be viewed. Your visit will include a steam engine hauled train along their
line to Cole’s Beach and return. The line is a remnant of a much longer TGR
Branch Line known as the Melrose Line. Later, your coach takes you to your
hotel in Devonport for a three-night stay.

Sunday 13 March
Burnie - Stanley
Meals: B/D
Driving time: 3.5 hours
Overnight: Devonport

Travel by coach today along the north western coast to the city of Burnie.
You journey will parallel both the current and former rail lines and your guide
will introduce you to the history of both and stop for both current activity and
interesting remnants. There will be a stop for lunch at the town of Stanley,
following which, the Nearby Nut Chair-lift will, at the summit of The Nut,
provide you with fantastic 360-degree views of the district. At Burnie, there
will be time to photograph action in the Tasrail marshalling yards.

Monday 14 March
Sheffield Steamfest
Meals: B/D
Driving time: 1.5 hours
Overnight: Devonport

Today is a public holiday in Tasmania. It is also the third and final day of the
annual Sheffield Steamfest. There is much to see, do, and ride on, so you will
spend almost the whole day at the Festival which will be celebrating 150
years of railways in Tasmania and the 75th anniversary of the Ferguson tractor.
Activities include steam powered threshing; chaff cutting; rock crushing;
straw pressing; vintage cars; model railways; food from a wide range of stalls;
tractor pulling contests; live music; working bullock and draft horse teams;
traction engine contests, and machinery displays.
You will also have opportunities to ride in vintage carriages on the 2-foot
gauge Redwater Creek Railway behind it’s Krauss 0-4-0T steam loco. The
tramway’s base is the former Sheffield Railway Station and is sited on the
grounds of the Steamfest. If you need a break from all the activity, a short
stroll into the town will enable you to view the scores of colourful murals
spread around shops and other buildings.
Later in the afternoon, your coach will return to your Devonport hotel. Dinner
tonight will be in your hotel.

Tuesday 15 March
Devonport - Strahan
Meals: B/Boxed L/ D
Driving time: 4 hours
Overnight: Strahan

A long but rewarding day as you head south west and into the more rugged
part of Tasmania. Your route this morning will be via Wilmot and Waratah and
then on to Tullah. A highlight will be a ride behind the famous “Wee Georgie
Wood” loco on a section of the 2 foot gauge railway, part of the former
Mount Farrell Tramway. This was the only means of access for the people of
Tullah prior to the arrival of the highway from Roseberry in 1961. It connected
the town with the Emu Bay Railway at Farrell. “Wee Georgie Wood” is an
0-4-0T Fowler built in 1924.
Following time for lunch (lunch boxes will be supplied), travel on to Zeehan, to
spend time at the West Coast Heritage Centre, a complex of restored period
buildings, artifacts and exhibition halls. In the 1890’s – 1910’s, Zeehan was a
mecca for extraction related tramways and was once the third largest town
in Tasmania. Of particular interest, will be the Pioneers Memorial Museum with
it’s amazing collection of photos and relics of the many bush tramways and
early mineral railways in the area. The Zeehan – Strahan Tasmanian
Government Railways line was ripped up in 1961 and today you will drive
along much of it on the final part of your journey to Strahan. You’re
accommodation in Strahan for two nights is the Hilltop Hotel, located overlooking the beautiful port area of Macquarie Harbour.

Wednesday 16 March
Strahan
Meals: B/L/D
Driving: minimal
Overnight: Strahan

Enjoy some non-railway activity today, on an all-day cruise, initially across to
the Harbour heads, viewing fishing and aquaculture enterprises. Then you will
have a guided tour of the harshest convict settlement in Australia, on Sarah
Island.
Following an excellent buffet lunch on board, you will travel into stunning
(World Heritage) Gordon River, with a stop to view the wonderful rainforest
from the Heritage Landing Board Walk. The river was saved from being
incorporated into a major dam complex after prolonged opposition from
within and outside of Tasmania. At the end of the cruise, you will be
introduced to Huon Pine logging and carving. Back in Strahan you may want
to take a look at the rollicking convict days through the dramatic and funny
play ‘The ship that never was’. This is a true story of the great escape from
Sarah Island. (ticket cost additional).

Thursday 17 March
Strahan - Queenstown
Meals: B/L/D
Driving time: Minimal
Overnight: Queenstown

Today will be another tour highlight on the spectacular West Coast
Wilderness Railway. Travel in a heritage carriage behind one of the restored
rack steam locos from Regatta Point Station near Strahan, along the edge of
the King River and its spellbinding scenery, and over the Rinadeena Saddle
rack section to Queenstown. Lunch will be on board. The recorded commentary will introduce you to the history of Mt. Lyell and its railway. Enjoy the drama of the rack and pinion system and the beautiful rain forest.
Your afternoon will begin with a conducted tour of the WCWR Workshops.
During the second half of the afternoon, you will be taken up to Lake
Margaret for a tour of the historic Power Station complex. Dinner will be at
your hotel this evening and you may also like to take the opportunity to head
into town to take in a movie at the restored Paragon Theatre, an art deco
gem that is the centre of the town’s social scene.

Friday 18 March
Queenstown - New Norfolk
Meals: B/L
Driving time: 3.5 hours
Overnight: Hobart

Depart Queenstown after breakfast and visit striking Iron Blow, the old Mount
Lyell Mine. It is now a huge hole, partly filled with water and from a lookout,
there is a great view of it, over it, and of the surrounding areas of Mounts Lyall
and Owen. Then travel on to “The Wall” in the Central Highlands. This is an
amazing complex of 100 hand-carved wooden panels depicting life as it
used to be in the district. Later, travel on to Tarraleah for a lunch at The Chalet. Tarraleah was once the centre of the former Hydro-Electric Commission’s
dam construction program and there is much to see that reflects that.
This afternoon, travel on to the former Australian Newsprint Mills town of
Maydena. Railtrack Riders use a section of the final 16 kms of the branch line
to allow you to peddle your way through the bush on specially designed
trolleys. Your last en-route stop of the day, will be New Norfolk, where a visit
has been arranged for you to inspect the rehabilitation being carried out by
members of the Derwent Valley Preservation Society.
Continue on to Hobart and a free evening.

Saturday 19 March
New Norfolk - Hobart
Meals: B
Driving time: 1 hour
Overnight: Hobart

You will have a free day in Hobart today. The world famous Salamanca Market is on today and is a short walk from your hotel. Among the many outdoor
stalls you can meet local food producers, taste samples and enjoy the atmosphere of this very popular market. In the afternoon you could take the
Ferry to visit the amazing Museum of Old and New Art (MONA), becoming
well known for the variety of modern architecture of its buildings as well as it’s
many “quirky” art objects. Costs of ferry and admission to MONA are not
included in your tour package. There is also a variety of excellent museums in
the downtown area. Your evening is free to relax or try one of the many dinner options on the Hobart waterfront.

Sunday 20 March
Hobart
Meals: B
Driving time: 45 minutes
Overnight: Hobart

Another free morning for you to choose to explore attractions in Hobart that
you couldn’t fit in yesterday or simply to relax. This afternoon, travel by tour
coach to the Tasmanian Transport Museum at Glenorchy. The Museum has a
very good collection of trams, buses, steam and diesel locos and rolling
stock. There will be at least one steam loco operating a train on a short
length of trackage for you to ride behind. This evening will be at leisure.

Monday 21 March
Hobart
Meals: B/L/D
Driving time: 3 hours
Overnight: Hobart

After breakfast, there will be an exploration on the tour coach of the remains
of the Sorell Railway across the river from downtown Hobart. Then, it’s on to
Unzoo, a Tasmanian devil conservation park for you to be introduced to the
famous endangered devil and see endemic quolls and pademelons. Then
visit the notorious Port Arthur penal site and hear stories about the unlucky
inhabitants of this large, infamous and almost escape-proof facility. Enjoy a
farewell dinner together this evening in the hotel dining room.

Tuesday 22 March
Hobart - New Zealand
Meals: B/Meals in flight

After breakfast, your coach will take you to the airport for your non-stop Air
New Zealand flight back to Auckland. The Calder & Lawson Tours team are
happy to assist in any post tour travel arrangements including extensions or
stopovers in Australia.

HOW TO SECURE YOUR PLACE ON THIS TOUR
A deposit of $1,000 per person is required. Please note that your place on the tour is not confirmed until the deposit has been received. Your final balance will be invoiced to you 10 weeks prior to departure.
If the tour is unable to operate as a result of government travel restrictions due to Covid-19, you will have the
choice of transferring your deposit to another tour or receiving a refund and/or air ticket credit.
•

Click here to complete the online registration form to hold your place on this tour.

•

Or you can complete a paper registration form. You can download one from the website
www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz, or give us a call and we will email or post one to you.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
Our general terms & conditions can be found on the website www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz, on the back of
the paper registration form or on the summary page when you complete an online registration. There is a 2.5%
surcharge if you wish to pay by credit card.
COVID-19 AND QUARANTINE
It is very important to note that quarantine-free travel is not guaranteed and is subject to change at short notice.
You travel at your own risk and must be prepared for potential changes to quarantine status. Should you require
managed isolation or changes to your travel plans, the team at Calder & Lawson Tours will be available to assist,
however any additional costs incurred due to delays or changes are your responsibility.
It is not a requirement of the tour for you to have had a Covid-19 vaccination prior to departure, but it is highly
recommended. It is a requirement for any international tour participant to have travel insurance prior to departure. Our team can provide quotes for travel insurance.
There may be a requirement of a negative Covid-19 test before entering Australia or returning home to New Zealand and the Calder & Lawson Tours team will advise of requirements based on current regulations prior to travel.
Any charge for Covid-19 tests is at your own cost.
VARIATIONS
This itinerary is version 2 dated 23/09/21 and is subject to change. Exchange rate fluctuations may result in a
change to the tour price.

LMT 29 at Launceston

Abt 1 at Queenstown

Abt 5 at Regatta Pt. (West Coast Wilderness Railway)

Wee Georgie Wood at Sth. Tullah

RCT No. 1 at Sheffield Station (Sheffield Railway)

M4 departing Don River Railway
Abt 3 departing Queenstown

