
GIBBS FARM SCULPTURE & MATAKANA  

Tuesday 17 -  Friday 20 November 2020  

3 nights  

DISCOVER NZ 

TOUR OVERVIEW 

Just an hour north of Auckland the delightful village of Matakana and its surrounds invite exploration:  

lush vineyards, idyllic coastal views and a foodie heaven.  A short break for a spring -time visit, this tour is perfect 

for both dedicated and casual lovers of sculpture and art as we visit three distinct sculpture installations. The high-

light will undoubtedly be Gibbs Farm,  home to a series of major site specific artworks commissioned from some of 

the world's most significant artists. You will also have the opportunity to visit one of the lesser known islands of the 

Hauraki Gulf, Kawau Island, on the daily Royal Mail ship and visit the historic mansion house.  

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
¶ Experience the incomparable sculpture collection at Gibbs farm on the Kaipara harbour  

¶ Cruise to Kawau Island on the Royal Mail Run cruise  

¶ Enjoy a delicious lunch with wine tasting at Brick Bay winery and afterwards wander the sculpture trail  

¶ Explore the extraordinary eclectic collection of sculpture and art at the Sculptureum in Matakana  

¶ Learn the history of Scottish Highlanders at Waipu  

¶ See artisan potters in action at Morris & James  

TOUR MANAGER 

Peter Gibbs (no relation to Gibbs Farm!) describes himself as a ôrestlessõ soul and 

this probably explains his life in travel, having visited over 60 countries.  He  

eventually settled down when he met his wife Liz on his last overland trip, had 

three children and embarked on a career in the travel industry. He was originally 

an owner of the company Venturetreks and then eventually an owner of The  

Adventure Travel Company in Auckland.  He sold his travel company some years 

ago and is now semi -retired. Peter is the honorary counsel for Nepal in New  

Zealand and has a close association with the Hillary family. Peter lives in Waipu 

and is very well travelled both in New Zealand and overseas, he has led many 

groups around New Zealand and looks forward to sharing this short break with 

you.  



TOUR EXCLUSIONS 

¶ Domestic travel to Auckland ( flights can be 

booked for you at an additional cost)  

¶ Travel insurance  

¶ Meals not specified in the itinerary  

¶ Beverages during included meals, unless  

specified.  

¶ Personal expenses  

¶ If you wish to pay by credit card, a surcharge  

of 2.5% will be charged  

TOUR INCLUSIONS 

¶ The services of an experienced Calder & Lawson 

Tours tour manager  

¶ 3 nights accommodation  

¶ Meals as specified in the itinerary  

¶ Local guides  

¶ All group transfers as detailed in the itinerary  

¶ Admissions as detailed in the itinerary  

¶ Activities and sightseeing tours as detailed in the  

itinerary  

¶  Pre-tour material.  

TOUR PRICE Ex Auckland  

 

Share twin per person   NZD$1,590 

 

Single  supplement   NZD$   390 

 

GROUP SIZE Minimum 10, maximum 18  

 

VARIATIONS IN TRAVEL  Please contact us  for any different  

arrangements you would like to make around the  

advertised tour dates.  

 

 

DAILY ITINERARY 

Tuesday 17 November 2020  

Hamilton or Auckland -  

Matakana  

Meals: D  

Coach: ex Hamilton 2.5 hours or 

ex Auckland 1 hour  

Overnight: Matakana  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel from either Hamilton or Auckland north over the Auckland harbour 

bridge and on to the small town of Matakana. A couple of decades ago 

Matakana was a little known rural village with a small collection of heritage 

buildings but has since grown into a stylish hub for holiday -makers and is now 

punctuated with vineyards, olive groves and breweries and is within a short 

distance of Leigh marine reserve and the picturesque Hauraki Gulf.  

 

Upon arrival you will visit Morris & James pottery. A Matakana institution  

established in 1977 by Ant Morris, the pottery is now run by more than 15  

artisans and crafts people. You will enjoy a pottery factory tour and learn the 

story of Morris & James and see first hand how their beautiful products are 

created.  

 

Lunch today will be at your leisure, there are several excellent cafes and  

restaurants in the village to choose from.  

 

This afternoon you will explore Sculptureum. Explore three sculpture filled  

gardens extending over 1.5km of flat walking paths. Take a leisurely stroll 

through sculpture, prehistoric rocks and colourful plantings. Encounter  

whimsical installations and unexpected delights at each turn. Six indoor art 

galleries feature different themes: glass; figurative; recycled materials;  

animals; modern abstract works and a final room housing a grand glass 

chandelier by the famous American artist Dale Chihuly.  

 

Check in to your hotel, centrally located in the heart of Matakana village 

and tonight your welcome dinner will be at a local restaurant.  

 

 

 

IS THIS TOUR FOR ME? 
This tour will be at a relaxed pace and  

although not a walking tour per -se, a good  

level of fitness is recommended to enjoy the 

highlight of Gibbs Farm as the walk through the 

sculptures is on a working farm and will involve 

3-4 hours of walking on uneven surfaces.  



This morning you will venture further north up state highway one to the small 

town of Waipu. A gorgeous coastal enclave that become the òHeart Placeó 

to 1,000 Scottish Highlanders who arrived in Waipu in the 1850s. You will learn 

the Highlanders story in the UNESCO recognised genealogy museum.  

 

Returning south, take the back roads of the Twin Coast Discovery Highway 

past beautiful Langs beach and the harbour of Mangawhai Heads and 

through rolling pasture and vineyards back to Matakana.  

 

Lunch today is at the spectacular restaurant at Brick Bay Wines. The  

restaurant building is an architectural award winning  glass house  

cantilevered over a shimmering lake. Enjoy a delicious lunch of fresh  

seasonal produce with matching wine tasting before embarking on the Brick 

Bay sculpture trail, a one hour relaxed stroll through outdoor art installations 

set in a landscape of native plantings.  

 

This evening is at leisure to enjoy Matakana village; the nearby Sawmill  

Brewery at Leigh or catch an evening movie at the local three screen  

boutique cinema complex.  

 

Today will be an absolute highlight of the tour. A visit to Gibbs Farm on the 

Kaipara Harbour to explore the stunning selection of sculptures built up over 

the last twenty years, most of which have been commissioned specially for 

the unique environment of the farm and its setting on the harbour. Major 

works by New Zealand and international artists are dotted across the land 

and during your visit you will walk the farm experiencing how the artists have 

blended their work with the landscape and in particular, the pull of the  

Kaipara Harbour. Gibbs farm is a private property with a very limited number 

of viewing opportunities by the public.  

 

Following the visit to Gibbs farm you will return to Matakana in the mid -

afternoon for some free time at leisure to wander the village or perhaps take 

a glass bottom boat tour at nearby Leigh Marine Reserve (Goat Island).  

 

This evening, enjoy a dinner with the group overlooking the marina at the 

Sandspit Yacht Club.  

 

After three days of exploring by land, you will this morning venture on to the 

Hauraki Gulf on the royal mail run to beautiful Kawau Island. On the largest 

mail run by water in the Southern Hemisphere, you will cruise beautiful bays 

and learn about life on the island, hopefully spotting gannets diving for food 

and local dolphins. Enjoy a BBQ lunch on the boat before having time to  

explore the historic Mansion grounds and subtropical gardens where Weka, 

Wallaby and Peacock abound.  

 

Returning from the island mid -afternoon, your coach will transfer you back to 

Auckland or Hamilton.  

 

Wednesday 18 November  

Matakana  

Meals: B/L  

Coach: 2.5 hours  

Overnight: Matakana  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 19 November  

Matakana  

Meals: B/L/D  

Coach: 2.5 hours  

Overnight: Matakana  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 20 November  

Matakana - Auckland  

Meals: B 

Coach: to Auckland 1 hour, to  

Hamilton 2.5 hours  

 

 

 

 

 

 


