
BORNEO - SABAH AND SARAWAK  
Wednesday 24 July - Saturday 10 August 2019  

17 nights  

TRAVEL & LEARN 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 

¶ Observe orangutans as they live and 

move freely in their natural rain forest 

habitat at two different orangutan  

rehabilitation centres, Semenggoh and 

Sepilok.  

 

¶ Explore the spectacular bat caves and 

limestone rock formations of Gunung 

Mulu National Park.  

 

¶ Spend a night on Selingan Turtle Island, a  

protected habitat for endangered 

green sea turtles. Here we expect to see 

turtles coming ashore to lay their eggs 

then watch as tiny hatchlings scurry 

back to the sea.  

 

¶ Travel to a Penan settlement where the  

traditionally nomadic inhabitants of the 

village are one of the worldõs most  

endangered indigenous ethnic groups.  

 

¶ Spend two nights on the Kinabatangan 

River, home to one of the highest  

concentrations of wildlife in Southeast 

Asia. 

 

¶ Stay in the Danum Valley, a spectacular 

tract of ancient rain forest, where you 

will be surrounded by an astounding  

array of flora and fauna.  

 

¶ Stay in several ecolodges selected for 

their quality and remote locations  

including Sukau Rainforest Lodge, a  

National Geographic ôUnique Lodge of 

the Worldõ.  

TOUR OVERVIEW 

Famed for its incredible natural bounty, Borneo accounts for 

just 1% of the worldõs land yet holds approximately 6% of global 

biodiversity in its rich tropical rainforests. Shrouded in mystery, 

the island is famous for towering peaks, impenetrable jungle 

and incredible natural beauty. We explore an array of  

ecosystems including the jungle sanctuaries of Sepilok and 

Semeggoh, Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary, limestone caves 

in Gunung Mulu National Park, mangroves in Bako National 

Park, Selingan Turtle Island and virgin rain forest in the Danum 

Valley. In these varied places, we will search for endangered 

orangutans, rare pygmy elephants, proboscis monkeys, monitor 

lizards, and numerous tropical birds.  Borneo also has a  

colourful history from the ôWhite Rajahõ of Sarawak to the WWII 

history in Sandakan; a vibrant mix of Malay, Chinese and  

indigenous cultures; excellent infrastructure and delicious food. 

Join us on this tropical adventure in search of Borneoõs  

abundant wildlife and more than 300 bird species.  

Right: Turtles on shore at Selingan Turtle Island  



IS THIS TOUR FOR ME? 

Much of this tour is a wildlife adventure and to fully 

appreciate all the experiences, you will need to 

be agile and reasonably fit. Many of the activities 

require a moderate amount of walking, some of it 

in caves with steep steps, on boardwalks and on 

canopy walks high above the ground. There are a 

number of occasions when you will travel in small 

river boats.  

TOUR PRICE Ex Auckland  

Share twin per person     NZD$9,890 

Single supplement (limited availability)  NZD$1,120  

Please contact Calder & Lawson Tours if you are interested in a single occupancy place.  

GROUP SIZE Minimum 10, maximum 18  

VARIATIONS IN TRAVEL We can make arrangements for any travel you would like to do before or after this tour, or 

book business class seats for the flights.   Please contact us . 

TOUR EXCLUSIONS 

¶ Airline taxes  

¶ Personal expenses  

¶ Travel insurance  

¶ Beverages during included meals, unless  

specified  

¶ Hotel porterage  

TOUR INCLUSIONS 

¶ The services of an experienced New Zealand based 

Calder & Lawson tour manager  

¶ Economy class airfares  

¶ 15 nights accommodation in 4 -5 star hotels and  

eco - lodges  

¶ Meals as specified in the itinerary  

¶ Local guides  

¶  All group transfers  

¶  Admissions as detailed in the itinerary  

¶  All tips for local guides and drivers  

¶  Pre-tour material  

TOUR MANAGER 
Kevin Palmer will be your tour manager. He has worked for the Calder 

& Lawson group for the past 8 years  as our accountant but also  

facilitating and leading large groups. At last count he has been to 

more than 80 countries. Kevin caught the travel bug while a student at 

the University of Waikato and for the past twenty -five years has man-

aged to incorporate his spirit of adventure and love of the new and 

different into a career that has enabled him to live and work in the UK, 

United States, Micronesia and now back in New Zealand. He  spent a 

month and a half travelling extensively through Borneo a number of 

years ago and in in 2017 led our tour there which included most of the 

stops on this itinerary. His goal is to make your journey run smoothly, 

working with our local guides to ensure your enjoyment and safety and 

getting the most out of what is sure to be an unforgettable trip to a 

special part of the world.  

Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabatangan River  



 
DAILY ITINERARY 

Depart Auckland on an evening flight to Kuala Lumpur, arriving in the early 

morning and transferring on to Kuching to arrive mid -morning.  

 

 

 

On arrival we will be met by our guide and taken on a walking tour of the 

Kuching Old Quarter so we can familiarize ourselves with this charming city, 

which is full of historical buildings and set along the Sarawak River. Along the 

way, the guide will introduce us to the colourful history of the city and the 

many ethnic groups that call Kuching home. We will cross the Rejang River 

by traditional sampan to visit Fort Margherita for a stunning view across old 

Kuching. This fort was built in 1879 by the ôWhite Rajahõ of Sarawak, Charles 

Brookes, and is dedicated to his wife. It now houses an historical museum. 

Wander the lanes of the lively Malay Kampung next to the fort, sampling  

local snacks before returning across the river to mainland Kuching. We will 

have lunch at a local restaurant before heading to our hotel to check -in. 

The rest of the day will be free to relax before your welcome dinner in the  

evening.  

 

After breakfast, we drive to Semenggoh Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre to 

observe the morning feeding. Established in 1975 as a sanctuary for injured 

and sick orangutans, it is now the largest orangutan centre in Sarawak.  

Visiting this reserve is a great opportunity to learn about the plight of the 

orangutans, and allows guests to view these majestic creatures up -close. As 

the orangutans are semi -wild, sightings are not guaranteed, but they are 

common. In the afternoon, we visit the Textile Museum which showcases  

authentic textiles made by the main ethnic communities of Sarawak. Also 

on display are contemporary works based on traditional weaving and  

design techniques and traditional costumes and fashion accessories used in 

ceremonies. Continue your visit to the engaging Sarawak Museum, which 

was established in 1891 and houses a range of cultural artefacts. A wander 

through this museum will give a good understanding of the collective history 

of Sarawak. Drive to the Chinese Heritage museum, formerly the  

headquarters of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Sarawak, and 

opened to the public in 1993. The building houses many artefacts and  

memorabilia from the time of Charles Vyner Brookes. Return to the hotel for 

your evening at leisure or perhaps a visit to the Siniawan night market.   

 

There are few day trips from the city that allow guests to explore pristine  

rainforest, abundant wildlife, jungle streams, waterfalls, diverse plant life,  

secluded beaches, panoramic rocky shorelines, bizarre rock formations and 

an extensive network of trekking trails. Bako National Park, which is just a 35 

minute road transfer and 25 minute boat ride from Kuching, offers all of this. 

After an early breakfast, we will meet our local guide for the short drive to 

Kampung Bako. On arrival at Bako village, weõll walk to the pier and take a 

short boat ride to Bako National Park, the oldest national park in Malaysia. 

There are 16 diverse walking trails within this unique biome, containing all the 

plant species found in Borneo. Proboscis monkeys gather by the beach in 

the mid -afternoon, catching crabs as the tide changes. This is a great  

location to watch these animals in the wild.  

 

This morning will be at leisure until our midday flight to Mulu. On arrival, we 

will transfer to the hotel and check -in. Your guide will have suggestions for 

the afternoon, including a wander to the Tree Top Tower for views across the 

national park, a stroll along the boardwalk to Pukau Waterfall or a walk 

along the Nature Heritage Trail.  Dinner will be at the resort restaurant. After 

dinner, experience night trekking through the jungle to the park  

headquarters. From luminescent fungi to blinking fireflies, the jungle comes 

alive at night time and this is a fabulous opportunity to view creatures not 

visible in daylight.  

Wednesday 24 July 2019  

Auckland - Kuala Lumpur -  

Kuching  

Meals: In flight  

 

Thursday 25 July  

Kuching  

Meals: In flight/D  

Transfer airport to hotel (12 km): 

30 minutes  

Overnight: Kuching  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 26 July  

Semenggoh Orangutan  

Sanctuary - Museum Tour  
Meals: B 

Hotel to Semenggoh Sanctuary 

(22km): 45 minutes  

Semenggoh to Textile Museum 

(22km): 45 minutes  

Textile Museum to Sarawak/

Urang Museum (450m): 5 minutes  

Sarawak/Urang Museum to  

Chinese Museum (5km): 10 

minutes  

Chinese Museum to Hotel (2km): 

10 minutes  

Overnight: Kuching  

 

 

 

Saturday 27 July  

Bako National Park  

Meals: B/L  

Kuching to Bako Village (24km): 

35 minutes  

Bako Village to Bako National 

Park (by boat): 25 minutes  

Bako Village to Kuching (24km): 

35 minutes  

Overnight: Kuching  

 

 

 

Sunday 28 July  

Kuching -  Mulu  

Meals: B/D  

Transfer airport to hotel (5km): 10 

minutes  

Overnight: Mulu  

 

 

 

 

 



After breakfast, which is accompanied by the sound of the jungleõs morning 

chorus, take a 15 minute longboat ride up the Melanau River to experience 

two of Muluõs  limestone caves: Wind Cave and Clearwater Cave. These 

form part of the Sarawak Chamber - the largest connected cave system in 

the world. Explore the ôKingõs Roomõ before proceeding to Clearwater 

Cave. Walk on boardwalks that were built on the sides of limestone cliffs 

leading to Clearwater Cave. Then, climb up steep steps that were carved 

into the side of the hill to get to the entrance of Clearwater Cave. Inside the 

cave, check out the limestone formations. Lunch will be at Mulu National 

Park. After lunch, depart for Mulu National Park Headquarters and walk to 

Lang Cave -the longest cave passage in the world (2,161 metres long) ð 

which adjoins Deer Cave. Explore Lang Cave with its magnificent stalactites 

and stalagmites before proceeding to Deer Cave, where the biggest  

attraction is a colony of thousands of free -tailed bats. At dusk, witness an 

amazing spectacle of nature as thousands of these bats emerge from the 

cave in formation to forage for insects in the rainforest. Return to the resort 

for dinner.  

 

Today, we take a tour down the Melinau River before entering the larger 

Tutoh River and travelling upstream to Long Iman, a Penan settlement 

where you will be greeted by a local guide. Here we have the opportunity 

to wander through the longhouse and purchase local handicrafts direct 

from the community. Return to Mulu by boat and this afternoon take to the 

treetops on a canopy walkway. Dinner is again at the resort restaurant.  

 

After breakfast, there will be some time at leisure until our onwards flight to 

Kota Kinabalu where we will be met and transferred to our hotel, where we 

will stay for two nights.  In the evening, we will have dinner at the Kampung 

Nelayan restaurant and enjoy a cultural show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This morning enjoy a city tour including a viewpoint known as Signal Hill for a 

birdõs eye view of the city, the offshore Islands of Tunku Abdul Rahman Park 

and Atkinson Clock Tower. Proceed to Tun Mustapha (formerly Sabah  

Foundation) building and the University of Malaysia Sabah. Make a short 

stop at the city Mosque. We will visit Sabah Museum and experience the 

local handicraft market, before heading back to our hotel for a free  

afternoon.  

 

Today we have a long drive to Sandakan but the day has some interesting 

stops en route.  We pass paddy fields and native villages all within sight of 

the majestic Mt Kinabalu - towering 4,095 metres above lush tropical jungles. 

We will have a short walk on one of the trails in Kinabalu Park before  

continuing our drive. Our next stop is at Kundasang War Memorial.  

Established in 1962, this was one of the first memorials to commemorate the 

Australian and British Prisoners of War who died in Sandakan during the  

infamous death marches to Ranau during World War II. Our next stop is for 

lunch at Sabah Tea Garden before heading to Sandakan and transferring 

to our hotel for two  nights.  

 

 

This morningõs visit is to the Central Market, where we see local produce and 

fresh seafood being sold. Morning markets are a fascinating display of  

colour, sights and sounds, as the locals bargain for their daily produce.  We 

visit Sandakan Memorial Park, adjacent to the site of the original Sandakan 

Prisoner of War (POW) Camp. The park commemorates the sacrifice and 

suffering endured by both Australian and British soldiers who were held as 

prisoners by the Japanese between 1942 and 1945. Continue to the Puu Jih 

Shih Buddhist Temple, located on a steep hilltop which affords magnificent 

views overlooking Sandakan Bay and the town center. Agnes Keith was the  

Monday 29 July  

Mulu National Park  

Meals: B/L/D  

Headquarters to Lang & Cave: 

walking, on broadwalk 3 km 

Overnight: Mulu  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 30 July  

Penan Settlement and Canopy 

Walk  

Meals: B/L/D  

Overnight: Mulu  

 

 

Wednesday 31 July  

Mulu - Kota Kinabalu  

Meals: B/D  

Flight: 1 hour 45 minutes  

Transfer airport to hotel (13km): 

25 minutes  

Hotel to Kampung Nelayan 

(8km): 20 minutes  

Overnight: Kota Kinabalu  

 

Thursday 1 August  

Kota Kinabalu  

Meals: B 

Overnight: Kota Kinabalu  

 

 

 

 

Friday 2 August  

Kota Kinabalu -  Sabah Tea -  

Sandakan  

Meals: B/L  

City Hotel to Kinabalu Park 

(88km): 2 hours  

Kinabalu Park to Sabah Tea 

(44km): 1 hour  

Sabah Tea to Sandakan (206km): 

3 hours 30 minutes  

Overnight: Sandakan  

 

Saturday 3 August  

Sandakan and Sepilok  

Meals: B/L  

Overnight: Sandakan  



author of three semi -autobiographical accounts of her life in Borneo in the 

mid -20th century, when her husband Harry was the first conservator of the 

Forestry Department in Sabah and we will visit her house, now a museum. An 

early lunch at the nearby English Tea House gives us plenty of time to spend 

at the worldõs largest orangutan rehabilitation centre at Sepilok. At the  

centre, guests can witness the orangutans being fed by the rangers as well 

as being entertained by the antics of young orangutans in the nursery. Stroll 

the jungle -flanked wooden walkways to the central platform where 

orangutans can sometimes be seen. We will also visit the adjacent Sun Bear 

Rehabilitation Centre. We will return to the hotel and have the evening free.  

 

This morning we take a speedboat ride to Turtle Island. After lunch, we can 

enjoy a swim in the turquoise water and laze on the beautiful white -sand or 

snorkel on the reef.  In the evening, we will experience a highlight of our 

tour.  Green Turtles will crawl ashore to lay their eggs on the beaches of the 

island and hatchlings will be released to the open sea, a truly unforgettable 

sight.  

 

 

After breakfast we return to Sandakan and continue overland to Sukau to 

catch our boat to the lodge. Arriving at the lodge, check into your chalet in 

time for lunch. This evening, meander along the Kinabatangan River by 

boat with the local guide to spot the nocturnal activity. Returning to the  

resort, enjoy dinner before meeting the resortõs naturalist for an informative 

talk and presentation about the river. We will stay at the resort for two nights.  

 

 

Rise early this morning along with the birds and other animals of the river for 

a cruise to Kelenanap oxbow lake, a crescent -shaped lake that was  

created by the meandering path of the main river. The stillness of the lake 

and its relative protection provides a haven for animals and plants. Return to 

the resort for breakfast before taking an informative tour along the Hornbill 

Boardwalk, with the resortõs naturalist offering an insight into the medicinal 

and traditional uses of the jungle flora. The next part of the day is at leisure 

before heading out in the late afternoon to watch the river activities of the 

many species of primate. The afternoon is a particularly advantageous time 

to spot wildlife and the light is perfect for photography. Return to the resort 

for dinner with an evening at leisure.  

 

After breakfast, take a short boat crossing to Sukau Lepit Jetty. Continue 

overland from Lahad Datu and journey into the thick virgin rainforest area of 

Danum Valley ð one of the worldõs most complex ecosystems. Around 30km 

of this 85km journey is on sealed roads, and the last two hours is along a 

gravel road ð it is bumpy but worth the effort! On arrival at the Borneo  

Rainforest Lodge, check in and enjoy a late afternoon walk along the trails 

and canopy walk, high up in the 130 million year old rainforest which is  

humming with jungle sounds. After dinner, board one of the open -top 4WD 

vehicles for an exhilarating night spotlighting tour with a local guide who 

shines a light into the jungle looking for nocturnal animals. insects and frogs.  

 

 

Along with a private guide, rise early this morning to make the most of the 

jungle activity before the heat rises. Wander along trails spotting some of the 

many bird species recorded at Danum. The morning chorus of the jungle is a 

cacophony of sounds ranging from birds to primates, such as the gibbon. 

Taking a packed breakfast, travel to a 200 year old Kadazandusun Burial 

Site, known as òCoffin Cliffó, along the 2.6km View Point Trail. The end of this 

trail results in spectacular views over a million year old jungle ð a truly  

spectacular sight. The return journey includes a trip to waterfalls where 

guests can enjoy a refreshing dip in the Jacuzzi Pool ð with the added  

benefit of nibbling fish! Return to the resort for lunch. This afternoon is at  

leisure. There are a series of tracks leading around the Canopy Walk that 

you may wish to discover. This evening, venture into the jungle on foot with a 

local guide - quietly entering the jungle reveals a stunning array of wildlife, 

not to mention the variety of insects that flourish in the evening hours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 4 August  

Sandakan - Selingan Island  

Meals: B/L/D  

Transfer hotel to jetty (2km): 10 

minutes  

Boat: 1 hour  

Overnight: Selingan Island  

 

Monday 5 August  

Selingan Island -  Kinabatangan 

River  

Meals: B/L/D  

Sandakan Jetty to Sukau Lepit 

Jetty (132km): 2 hours 45 minutes  

Overnight: Sakau  

 

Tuesday 6 August  

Kinabatangan River  

Meals: B/L/D  

Overnight: Sakau  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 7 August  

Sakau - Lahad Datu - Danum 

Valley  

Meals: B/L/D  

Sukau Lepit Jetty to Lahad Datu 

Office (130km): 2 hours 15 

minutes  

Lahad Datu Office to Danum 

Valley (97km): 2 hours on a  

gravel road  

Overnight: Danum Valley  

 

Thursday 8 August  

Danum Valley  

Meals: B/L/D  

Overnight: Danum Valley  

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOW TO SECURE YOUR PLACE ON THIS TOUR 

A deposit of $1,000 is required to secure your place on the tour. When minimum numbers are reached, the tour 

will become a ôconfirmed departureõ. At that point we will advise when the full tour payment will be due.  

¶ Click here  to complete the online registration form, pay the $1,000 deposit and your spot in this tour is  

secured.  

¶ Or you can complete a paper registration form. You can down load one from the website 

www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz , or give us a call and we will email or post one to you.  

TERMS & CONDITIONS 

Can be found on the website www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz , on the back of the paper registration form or on 

the summary page when you complete an online registration.  

VARIATIONS 

This itinerary is Version 1 dated 29/08/2018 and is subject to change.  

Exchange rate fluctuations may result in a change to the tour price.  

 

After breakfast, youõll transfer to Lahad Datu Airport for your onwards flight 

to Kuala Lumpur via Kota Kinabalu and then a connecting flight to  

Auckland. Youõll arrive in the early afternoon on Saturday 10 August .  

Friday 9 August  

Danum Valley -  Lahad Datu - 

Auckland  

Meals: B/in flight  

 

From top left, clockwise: oriental Dwarf Kingfisher, Orchid in flower, Kinabatangan River, Orangutan at a Sanctuary  

https://planmyevent.eventsair.com/19born1/registration
http://www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz
http://www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz
mailto:cnltours@hot.co.nz
http://www.calderandlawsontours.co.nz

